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CFS-S cuts 
plaintiffs a 
deal, finally 


Over a decade of legal 
disputes regarding 
Travel Cuts ownership 
settled out of court 


ROSS PRUSAKOWSKI 
News Staff 


More than ten years after it began, 
and just days before the dispute was 
set to finally land in court, a pre-trial 
settlement was reached and approved 
by all parties regarding the ownership 
of Travel Cuts, providing the plaintiff 
students’ unions with part ownership 
of the company. 

Under the settlement between the 
plaintiff student governments at the 
University of Alberta, University of 
British Columbia, University of Western 
Ontario and Queen's University, and 
Canadian Federation of | Students 
Services (CFS-S), a national student 
services organization, the plaintiffs 
will receive 24 per cent ownership of 
Travel Cuts and two seats on its board 
of directors. CFS-S will retain owner- 
ship of the remaining 76 per cent and 
control six seats on the board. 


“To pursue this ona 
matter of principle and 
to see that vindicated 
at the end just shows 
that starting the legal 
action was a good 
decision to take.” 


SU PRESIDENT GRAHAM LETTNER 


“Tt’s clear in the settlement, and it’s 
clear in the work that we've done, that 
the plaintiffs were wronged in the past,” 
said University of Alberta Students’ 
Union president Graham Lettner. “To 
pursue this on a matter of principle and 
to see that vindicated at the end just 
shows that starting the legal action was 
a good decision to take.” 

“We thought we were treated 
unfairly, and you can never put a 
cost on justice,” added Ryan Dunn, 
President of the University Students’ 
Council (USC) at the University of 

“Western Ontario. “I think that this 
settlement works out for both parties 
and I think that CFS-S and the plaintiff 
schools are happy that we've finally 
finished with the action.” 

The settlement resolves a protracted 
dispute between the student govern- 
ments and CFS-S—a lawsuit that was 
originally filed by USC in 1996. 
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GET OUT THE BROOMS The Bears volleyball team rolled over their competition this past weekend, as they swept the Manitoba Bisons 3-0 on Friday night, 
then handed the second-ranked Trinity Western Spartans a 3—0 sweep on Saturday to claim their second Canada West championship in as many years. 


Conference explores Albertas postsecondary advantage 


With the provinces booming economy, education stakeholders are discussing investment strategies 


JAMES STORRIE 
News Staff 


Proposals for radial change were in 
the air last weekend as education rep- 
resentatives from across the province, 
ranging from students’ union dele- 
gates to Alberta Minister of Advanced 
Education Dave Hancock, met to dis- 
cuss the future of Alberta’s postsec- 
ondary education. 

The conference was hosted by 
Public Interest Alberta (PIA), a pro- 
vincial education advocacy group, and 
presented a variety of radically differ- 
ent proposals. 

The keynote presentation on Friday 
evening set the tone for the weekend, 
with two speakers laying out signifi- 
cantly divergent visions for the future. 
Jeffrey Simpson, a Globe and Mail 
columnist best known for his regular 
foreign affairs reporting, presented an 
agenda that was both pragmatic and 
businesslike. 

“No university in Canada can raise 
its game, move up the ladder of North 
American rankings, without the sup- 
port of the public sector,” he said. 

Simpson compared his ideal vision 
of Canadian universities to that of the 
best American schools, which he char- 
acterized as “engines of success, lad- 
ders of social mobility and the finest 


institutions of society.” He went on to 
say that Alberta’s economic boom cre- 
ates a large demand for educated pro- 
fessionals and the government funds 
to support their production, and if the 
province is to prosper in the long run, 
it must invest the windfall oil revenue 
in education. 

And though long-term investments 
are difficult to sell to a voting public, 
Simpson said that Alberta's propensity 
for a one-party system could provide 
that opportunity—if the Conservatives 
promote the vision. 

“To move forward you need good 
leaders: leaders who will offer you 
more than just cheesy tax rebates,” 
he said. “You have the power to make 
Alberta the top place in North America 
for medical research. You have the 
power to become North America’s 
leader in sustainable energy develop- 
ment. That’s where real leadership is.” 

As if to underscore his point, 
Simpson's presentation was followed 
by Peter MacMenamin, deputy gen- 
eral secretary of the Teachers’ Union 
in Ireland. 

MacMenamin pointed to Ireland’s 
rapid embrace of postsecondary 
expansion, which has culminated in 
the last ten years with complete aboli- 
tion of tuition fees for a first degree. 

PLEASE SEE EDUCA) * PAGE 2 


JOSH NAULT 
LOOKING UP TO AMERICA Jeffrey Simpson challenges Canadian universities. 
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Tm only five years old 


Or at least I would be if l were born on 
29 February. This creates problems, 
and Adam Gaumont has solutions. 


Winner twice over 
Janna Konihowski is going to 
nationals with the Pandas volleyball 
team and the track and field squad. 
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NADYA BELL 
CUP Ottawa Bureau Chief 
OTTAWA (CUP)—An informal 


dinner conversation could shape the 
future for postsecondary education in 
Canada, or at least lead to more federal 
money for students. 

Eight provincial premiers left a 
national summit on postsecondary 
education on 24 February in Ottawa 
vowing to take up the issue again later 
during their dinner at 24 Sussex Drive 
with Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 

The Council of the Federation 
summit on postsecondary educa- 
tion left over 400 delegates, includ- 
ing premiers, students and university 
representatives united in the call for 
increased federal funding. 

Still, there’s disagreement between 
politicians and students over how the 
money should be spent at the provin- 
cial level. 

In the opening remarks, Québec 
Premier Jean Charest said the federal 
government would have to come up 
with $4.9 billion to restore funding to 
1994/95 levels, accounting for inflation. 

“We must have a plan, and we must 
be able to fund it,” said Charest. “Over 
the last ten years, the federal support 
hasn't been there.” 

“We say that we value education, 
but do we really? Are we really making 
the necessary investments and doing 
the necessary work?” said Ontario 
Premier Dalton McGuinty. “This 
summit is an opportunity for us to 
challenge ourselves, and then, coming 
out of this to challenge Canadians to 
reach higher in education.” 

Canadian Federation of Students 
(CFS) Chairperson George Soule said 
it was encouraging that the premiers 


Premiers team up for postsec 


Neti 


SERIOUS ABOUT LEARNING Ontario’s Dalton McGuinty (left), Québec’s Jean Charest and Manitoba’s Gary Doer. 


were joining students in the call for 
more federal money. 

During the conference discussion 
groups, delegates focused on the 
$4.9 billion figure as a central point 
of discussion about federal funding. 
However, McGuinty said he would be 
asking Harper for $2.2 billion when 
negotiations begin. 

Newfoundland and __ Labrador 
Premier Danny Williams said post- 
secondary education will be the first 
major issue put to Harper by the pre- 
miers and should be on the national 
list of priorities. 

But even with more money, the two 
premiers leading the Council of the 
Federation summit—McGuinty and 


See 
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Charest—may lift the tuition freezes 
in their respective provinces. 

“We have frozen tuition for two 
years, and now we feel justified in 
asking Ontario families to do a bit 
more so that together we can build a 
great system,” McGuinty said. 

Saying accessibility to postsecond- 
ary education is still a public priority, 
Jesse Greener, Ontario Chairperson of 
the CFS, said he was disappointed by 
McGuinty’s statement. 

“It's profoundly disappointing that 
Dalton McGuinty and people like Bob 
Rae and some university presidents 
are deafening themselves to that wide- 
ranging call,” Greener said. “I think 
among the provinces there is wide- 


ondary education 


NADYABELL (CUP) 


ranging unanimity around the belief 
that tuition fees are much too high.” 

President of Carleton University 
David Atkinson said there’s growing 
regional differences between univer- 
sities across Canada. He said Canada 
doesn’t have a single world-class uni- 
versity because it hasn't been a federal 
priority, and the provinces deal with 
the matter differently. 

“Tt used to be that we'd lose fac- 
ulty to the US, now we lose them to 
Alberta and BC,” said Atkinson. 

Alberta Advanced = Education 
Minister Dave Hancock was also in 
attendance at the summit, along with 
34 other representatives from the 
province. 


Alberta students still waiting for new tuition policy 


EDUCATION ¢ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 
The development of such a well- 
educated workforce, MacMenamin 
said, has been at the core of Ireland’s 
dramatic move from impoverished 
society to Europe’s “Celtic Tiger.” 

Taking a different stance from 
Simpson, MacMenamin made the case 
that education cannot be seen merely 
as an economic investment, but a social 
one, and that governments had a moral 
obligation to support education regard- 
less of all economic concerns. 

“What is the purpose of educa- 
tion?” asked MacMenamin. “There’s 
one view that you produce to feed an 
economy, but that’s just a necessary by- 
product. It’s because all people ought 


to have the right to self-improvement. 

“Tm not at any stage saying that 
removal of all fees is the most press- 
ing issue, but at some point you have 
to say that unequal education is an 
impediment to a free and egalitarian 
society,” he added. 

Simpson was critical of the idea of 
removing all fees, pointing to a his- 
tory of government under-funding in 
various social projects, and suggested 
that fees remained the best way for 
individual universities to ensure their 
quality of service doesn’t drop. Still, 
he suggested that greater funding for 
institutions across the board was nec- 
essary, whether from public or private 
sources. 


“Tm not at any stage 
saying that removal 
of all fees is the most 
pressing issue, but 
at some point you 
have to say that 
unequal education is 
an impediment to a 
free and egalitarian 
society.” 
PETER MACMENAMIN, 
IRELAND TEACHER’S UNION 


Furthermore, he said that curtail- 
ing the province's rising health care 
budget might be the way. 

Dave Hancock, speaking at the close 
of the conference, was careful to skirt 
around direct discussions of free tuition 
or health care cuts, but asserted that the 
Conservative government recognized 
the importance of postsecondary edu- 
cation and the demand that Alberta's 
growing economy was presenting for 
well-educated employees. 

In 2005, the provincial government 
initiated a review of postsecondary edu- 
cation in Alberta, and though no deci- 
sions have been made to date, promises 
for a new tuition policy in the 2006/07 
academic year are in the works. 
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CLAW targets explosive weapons 


U of A graduate brings attention to Canadian Landmine Awareness Week 


EDMON ROTEA 
News Staff 


All over the world, millions of lives are 
threatened daily by the existence of 
landmines—but one young advocate is 
determined to change that situation. 

Fresh from her six-month intern- 
ship working abroad in the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, recent U of A gradu- 
ate and landmine-awareness advocate 
Kendrah Jespersen is determined to 
educate Canadians about the dan- 
gers that landmines pose to millions 
around the world. 

“Living in Canada, we don’t have a 
landmine problem. Most of us have 
no idea what it’s like pull your car 
up to the side of the road or walk 
through the ditch or an open field 
with the constant fear of a landmine 
exploding—it’s a danger that still 
exists in many countries today,” said 
Jespersen. 

Living in Azerbaijan, a country 
heavily affected by landmines after 
years of war with neighbouring states 
and former Soviet military control, 
Jespersen gained a new perspective 
on the landmine issue. Working as a 
researcher for the non-governmental 
organization Azerbaijan Campaign to 
Ban Landmines (ACBL), she learned 
about the threats that unexploded 
ordnances (UXO) pose to rural dwell- 
ers in the countryside. 

“When the Soviets left, the big- 
gest munitions warehouses in the 
South Caucasus region were located 
in Azerbaijan. Fires eventually caused 
some of these munitions warehouses 
to explode and literally scatter weap- 
ons and ordnances all over the nearby 
countryside—many of which have not 
completely exploded,” she explained. 

The abundance of UXOs scattered 
throughout the Azerbaijan country- 
side threaten many rural dwellers’ 
lives, and even their livelihoods. 

“All through my time there, people 
were getting injured, especially if they 
were collecting scrap metal to sell or 
build fences with; eventually some- 
one would pick up an object that was 
explosive.” 

Even decades-old landmines left 
over from the World War II and the 
Armenian conflict still remain a 
threat—a danger that persists through- 
out Eastern Europe and many former 
Soviet republics. Many of these coun- 


tries, in addition to the United States 
and the People’s Republic of China, 


‘have yet to become signatories of the 


1999 Ottawa Treaty, an international 
agreement to ban the production and 
use of anti-personnel mines. 

One of the aims of the ACBL project 
is to put pressure on the Azerbaijan 
government to join the Ottawa Treaty, 
while also collecting and compiling 
data for the International Landmine 
Monitor Report, Jespersen said, adding 
that in 2005 there were 63 landmine 
casualties in Azerbaijan, including 
eleven deaths. 

Currently, Jespersen works as an 
outreach and education coordinator 
for Mines Action Canada (MAC), a 
local landmine-awareness organiza- 
tion. As part of Canadian Landmine 
Awareness Week, which runs from 
27 February to 5 March, the organi- 
zation will be hosting several events 
throughout the Edmonton area to 
promote their cause, including film 
screenings, panel discussions and 
lectures by local Edmontonians and 


ALEENA REITSMA 
NOT AMINORISSUE U of A grad Kendra Jespersen campaigns against landmines. 


international guests working on the 
landmine issue. 

The organization will even con- 
struct a simulated minefield in the 
McIntyre Park area in Old Strathcona, 
and in Quad on Thursday. 

“We're going to get people to think 
about what it would be like if there 
was a minefield in their neighbour- 
hood, because a lot of communi- 
ties throughout the world do have 
that danger. We'll have demarcation 
tape—marking off an area that’s an 
area of danger and have mine warn- 
ing signs,” explained Jespersen. 

Ultimately, the organization’s goal 
is to foster greater commitment 
from Canada to make a difference 
internationally. 

“We're calling on the federal gov- 
ernment to devote a minimum of $1 
per Canadian per year, towards the 


landmine issue [until it’s resolved | 


worldwide]. It’s part of our obliga- 
tion as a member of the Ottawa Treaty 
to help other countries,” Jespersen 
concluded. 


Po Spas of long trial prompts settlement | 


TRAVEL 5 + CONTINUED 1 

sins 2 arose after the 
Association of Student Councils Canada 
(AOSC)—of which the plaintiffs were 
members—transferred all of its assets 
and liabilities, including Travel Cuts, 
to a successor organization, CFS-S, 
which the plaintiffs were not mem- 
bers of. Plaintiff schools argued that 
they should see the full benefits of the 
company, including free International 
Student Identity Cards (ISIC), given to 
all undergraduate student associations, 
whether they joined AOSC’s succeed- 
ing organization or not—which CFS-S 
disputed. 

“T don’t think anyone can argue that 
it wasn’t the intention of AOSC to have 
these assets and liabilities transferred 
to its successor organization,” said 
CFS-S Executive Director Philip Link. 
“We we're trying to be true to the 
members of AOSC—and when I say 
members, I’m obviously talking about 
the majority of the members, because 
with any decision there’s a small 
minority of people who are always 
against things.” 


WEIYANG LIU 


NO TRIP TO. COURT Travel Cuts lawsuit finally reaches a settlement. 


Both sides say the prospect of an 
eight-to-ten-week trial and the result- 
ing legal costs persuaded them to find 
a settlement that will affect the gov- 
ernance structure of Travel Cuts, but 
not its day-to-day operations. While 
both parties admitted that settling this 
matter took longer than first imagined, 
both think they can put the strained 
relationship behind them. 


“This now means that all parties are 
working towards the same thing, so 
it’s a positive outcome,” said Link. “It’s 
certainly one that we feel comfortable 
going forward with and I’m sure the 
plaintiffs feel comfortable going for- 
ward with as well; certainly I think 
it’s what’s in the best interests of Travel 
Cuts and that was first and foremost 
what we were interested in.” 
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Research suggests aging brains can't keep up with pace of modern TV 


While classic programming is easy to follow, research suggests Alzheimer’s patients struggle to understand newer, complex shows 


AMANDA ASH 
News Staff 


Modern TV shows and their fast-paced 
plots might be intriguing, but accord- 
ing to a group of Edmonton research- 
ers, they may be too complex for those 
viewers suffering from Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

Dr Bonnie Dobbs, gerontologist 
and associate director of the U of A 
Rehabilitation Research Centre, con- 
ducted a study in conjunction with 
two other investigators regarding 
contemporary TV programs and their 
accessibility to Alzheimer’s patients. 


“As a group, seniors do 
watch and benefit from 
television, so perhaps 
they can soon retain 
some of that enjoyment 
in their declining 
years.” 


BOB HELLER, 
ATHABASCA UNIVERSITY 


“Our hypothesis is that television 
programs are no longer congruent 
with the cognitive abilities for those 
who have gone into long-term care 
facilities,’ Dobbs explained. “In other 
words, there’s a mismatch between 
the programming on television and 
the cognitive abilities of those in long- 
term care facilities.” 

Over a two-week period, Dobb’s 
team observed 24 Alzheimer’s 
patients from McConnell Place West, 


a centre operated by the Capital 
Health Group. Each patient's response 
to various genres of shows was 
recorded, and although the study’s 
findings are still being analyzed, 
Dobbs’ is curious to understand why 
older shows like I Love Lucy appear 
to be more approachable than other, 
newer ones. 

“Our rationale for I Love Lucy is 
that it was a program that was popular 
when the individuals were younger— 
when they still had all of their cogni- 
tive capacities,” Dobbs said. “What 
were interested in is whether we can 
evoke [the patients’] interest in the 
program because of the familiarities 
of that program.” 

Alzheimer’s disease is the most 
common form of dementia and cur- 
rently has no cure. Symptoms of the 
disease include progressive memory 
loss, troubles with language and dif- 
ficulties making decisions, and as a 
result of these effects, Dobbs hopes 
to determine which programs can be 
enjoyed by Alzheimer’s sufferers. 

“Individuals in long-term care 
facilities spend a considerable amount 
of time watching television, so we 
thought it would interesting to find 
video programming that would be 
congruent to the individual’s pro- 
cessing abilities,” Dobbs said. “If we 
do, then we can enhance or improve 
their quality of life by showing them 
television programming that they can 
become actively engaged in.” 

Bob Heller, Associate Professor of 
Psychology at Athabasca University 
and co-principle investigator in the 
study, worked alongside Dobbs and 
U of A Sociologist Professor Laurel 
Strain. Heller began the project 


BEYOND THESE- HALLS 
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KEEP IT SIMPLE Television can be a good pastime for Alzheimer’s patients in care centres—but nothing too complex. 


because he wasn’t sure how TV was 
being used in long-term care facilities, 
and as a result, wished to pursue a 
more effective use for senior citizens. 

“There’s a lot of money that goes 
into children’s programming; I’m 
thinking about shows like Dora and 
Blue’s Clues, and if you read the cred- 
its, there’s a lot of PhDs and sources 
that contribute to these shows,” Heller 


y 


said. “As a group, seniors do watch 
and benefit from television, so per- 
haps they can soon retain some of that 
enjoyment in their declining years.” 

In addition to providing a form of 
escape for patients, Heller also hopes 
that the study might supply a bit of 
breathing space for those working in 
care centers. 

“We're also thinking about caregivers 


In 2005, University of Alberta faculty, staff and 
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Shuo Chen Greg Goss Jay Lakdawala 
Linda Christensen Christine Greene Wendy Lam 
Phyllis Clark Mackenzie Grisdale Héléne Larouche 
Hickson Clive Heather Gross Lois Larson 
Marino Coco Ali Grotkowski Anita Lau 


Donna Coombs-Montrose 
James H Copeland 
Melanie Crisfield 


The University of Alberta community members carry the university to the people beyond these halls. 


Roxanne Harde 
Shirley Harpham 
Kathleen Harvey 


Tara Lauttamus 
Nadine Leenders 
Matti Lemmens 


Lau Leon Trina Pawliw Trudy Smith 

Elaine Leung Joanne Pawluk Lindsay Snook 
Beverly Levis Hannah Pazderka-Robinson Dick (Richard J.) Sobsey 
Chunii Li Mark Peppler Sterling Sparshu 
Andy Liu Chelsea Peterson Nicolle Spencer 
Anne-Marie Lizaire Eila Peterson Geoffrey H. Sperber 
Sarah Lord Natalie Phillipchuk Erin Stafford 

Paul Lu Gretchen Phillips Kiersten Stead 
E.Anne MacKenzie Doré Pilon Deanna Stearns 
Karen Mah Stephen Podkowka Janine Steinkey 
Tracy Mah Brett Potyondi Sean Stepchuk 
Faye Malsbury Mike Poznanski Tamara Sutherland 
Alishia Mannix Bill Preshing Ruby Swanson 
Shannon Marshall Sukaina Rajani Tara Tancred 
Ksenia Maryniak Lino Ramirez Felix Tang 

Carol Mattie Melinda Regnier Kim San Tang 
Christopher Maxwell PearlAnn Reichwein Alan Tannas 

Kellie McEwen Mariann Rich Guillaume Tardif 
Kerry McKinstry Elizabeth Richards Rhett Taylor 

Pierre Mertiny Bruce Ritchie Allan Keith Topinka 
Mélanie Méthot Bente Roed Jerry Toupin 

Sara Mills Leanne Rosinski Christian Tremblay 
Nazanin Mirabdolbaghi Kashani Derek Roy-Brenneis Dorothy Turek 
Shelby Mitchell Pam Ryan Gordon Unger 
Dayadeep Monder Kristen Rylance Kathleen Vail 
Osama Montasser Jodi Salling Nikki Van Dusen 
Anita Moore Toni Samek Lynn Van Reede 
Fran Moore Alireza Sameny Therese Vanden Broek 
Angelina Morales-Izquierdo Klaudia Sapieja Erica Viegas 

Marc Moreau Kristina Scaddan Anne Vimtrup 
Andrea Murland Sari Schiff Lisa Volorney 
Stephen Neal Laura Schultz Michael Walesiak 
Diane Nhan Mohammad Reza Shadnam Wei Wang 

Krystal Novak Ashima Sharma Jeanine Webb 
Dave Odynak Alexandra Sheppard Andrew Weiss 

Karin Olson John Simpson Kristopher Wells 
Kimberly Olson Allison Sivak Betty jo Werthmann 
Libriel Padilla Lee Skallerup Justin Wheler 
Shawna Pandya Samuel Skinner Jennifer Whitson 
Teena Pasay Debbie Smeaton Graeme Wicentowich 


who are often giving care 24/7, and if 
there was specialized programming, 
it might be a bit of a respite tool for 
[them],” Heller said. 

The study, funded by the Capital 
Care Group, was the first of a series of 
studies that began last summer. It fin- 
ished in the fall of 2005 and the data 
collection was completed this past 
January. 


John Wiebe 

Norma Williams 

Rick Williams 

Tonya Wolfe 

Brad Wuetherick 

Kirsten Wurmann 

Carrie Ye 

Nicole Zuke 

Amnesty International Club 

Ancillary Services United Way 
Cookbook Committee 

Augustana Against AlDs Student 
Society 

Best Buddies 

Ceres Fraternity 

Circle K Volunteer Club 

Corbett Clinic 

Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity 

Ismaili Students’ Association 

Lister Hall Students’ Association 

Pi Beta Phi Fraternity for Women 

Play Around the World 

School of Native Studies 

Science FUNdamentals 

Students for Literacy (SFL) 

Students’ Union 7th Annual High School 
Leadership Conference Volunteers 
Students’ Union Kids Christmas Party 

Volunteers 
The Heart of the City Piano Program 
The Law Show 
The SHINE Clinic 
U of A Business Students’ Association 
U ofA International Bridges Speakers 
U of A Model United Nations Club 
U of A Press Staff 
U of ARingette Club 
U of A United Way Committee 
World University Service of Canada 
(WUSC) 
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Compiled by EdmonRotea and 
Jake Troughton 


BUILDING UP THE BAY 

With the downtown Bay building cur- 
rently undergoing total redevelopment 
down to its concrete foundations to 
suit the University’s needs, plans to con- 
struct an additional floor will be finalized 
this March. 

The U of A's Board of Governors will 
meet on 17 March to determine the 
costs and plans of expanding the histori- 
cal building. 

If the board decides to proceed with 
the expansion, the fourth-story addi- 
tion will increase the costs of the build- 
ing to an estimated $80 million, up from 
$62 million. 

The University first agreed to buy the 
historic building, which has sat mostly 
empty for more than a decade, last July, 
and finalized the deal in the fall. 

Current redevelopment plans include 
the addition of windows above heri- 
tage facades, new atrium skylights, 
modernized office spaces and state-of- 
the-art laboratory facilities. The anchor 
tenant, the Research Transition Facility, 
is relocating to the third floor of the 
Bay Building as soon as 2007. RTF, man- 
aged by TEC Edmonton, a joint venture 
of the U of A and Edmonton Economic 
Development Corporation, is charged 
with helping commercialize research 
done at the U of A. 

The RTF houses a variety of com- 


mercial spinoffs and high-tech start- 
ups, with plans to accommodate more 
companies in the near future. If expan- 
sion plans are approved, the RTF may be 
a possible tenant for the new floor. The 
current location of the RTF, a former 
nurse’s residence built in 1945, will be 
demolished to make way for the Health 
Sciences Ambulatory Learning Complex 
(HSALC), which is expected to be com- 
pleted by 2010. 


FINES FOR FOOD RETURNS 

Students with outstanding library fines 
may find that this is the best week to 
pay them. 

Starting yesterday and running until 
Saturday, the University of Alberta's 
libraries and the Campus Food Bank are 
running their annual Fines for Food cam- 
paign. All fines paid for overdue books 
this week will be donated to the Campus 
Food Bank and the Augustana Campus 
Food Bank. 

Last year, the campaign raised over 
$6000 for the two food banks. 


UNITED WAY SURPASSES GOAL 

The University of Alberta was given a 
Leadership Award last week for its part 
in the United Way's fundraising cam- 
paign, helping the organization exceed 
it’s goal by over $300 000. 

On Thursday, the United Way of the 
Alberta Capital Region announced that 
it raised $17. million last year, bettering 
its goal of $16.8 million. The United Way 
is an umbrella organization that contrib- 
utes to various charitable organizations 
in the Edmonton area. 

The U of A’s United Way campaign 
ran from 24 September to 18 November 
and raised over $500 000. 


CAMPUS 
CRIME BEAT 


Compiled by Mike Kendrick 


SAFARI GONE AWRY 
On 15 February, two thefts occurred 
in the Zoology department of the 
Biological Sciences building. In separate 
incidents, cameras of the same make 
and model were taken from locked 
offices, with a total value of $1200. 
Anyone with information is asked to 
contact Campus Security Services at 
492-5252. 


ALEGAL GREEN AREA 

On 18 February, officers responded to 
a report that the three occupants of a 
green four-door car parked near the Law 
building asked a group of passers-by if 
they “wanted to smoke up.” When offi- 
cers arrived, the prospective hot-boxers 
were found to be in possession of a small 
amount of marijuana, which was seized. 
The perps, identified as students, were 
given warnings; no charges are pending. 


THE FIRST RULE OF FIGHT CLUBIS... 

On 19 February, Campus 5-0 received 
reports of an assault in progress near 
the east side of the Dentistry/Pharmacy 
building. Officers rushed to the scene 
and quickly apprehended two drunken 
suspects. Upon questioning, it was dis- 
covered that the fight was mutually 
consensual between the parties, who 
were known to each other. They were 
released in the care of sober friends and 
no charges were laid. The males had no 


University affiliation. 


SHADY DEALINGS 

On 21 February, Campus Security was 
notified of a suspicious male and female 
loitering around the Arts lockers in HUB 
mall. Officers attended the area and 
found a male matching the provided 
description. He was discovered to be in 
possession of a small amount of crys- 
tal meth and a knife, and also had an 
extensive criminal record. The creeper 
was issued a provincial summons and 
escorted off campus to the Whyte 
Avenue area. His lady friend was not 
located. 


THIS ISN’T THE BON MARCHE 

On 21 February, Campus 5-0 received 
a report that a 50-year-old male with a 
beard and green toque was wandering 
and talking to himself in the eastern 
part of the Physical Education building. 
Once located, he was determined to be 
intoxicated and explained that he was 
in the wrong part of the city. The raving 
derelict was escorted to the LRT station 
and left campus promptly. He had no 
University affiliation 


THE CONTRABULOUS FABTRAPTION OF 
PROFESSOR HORATIO HUFNAGEL 

A non-affiliated male was charged with 
trespassing on 21 February when he was 
found using U of A classrooms for private 
tutoring sessions. According to reports, 
the man was charging non-affiliated stu- 
dents for lessons in Tory and Education 
buildings over an extended period of 
time. The wannabe professor had been 
previously warned about his actions, and 
further, formal action was taken against 
his trespassing. 


QUESTION ANSWERED 

Campus 5-0 observed a male acting 
strangely in the area of 88 Avenue and 
112 Street on 21 February. After dancing 
around the sidewalk and talking to him- 
self, the jovial stranger approached offi- 
cers and demanded to know why he was 
being followed, insisting that they had 
“just dealt with him.” He was arrested 
and turned over to Edmonton Police 
Services, where he was found to be in 
possession of a homemade weapon 
fashioned from a pool ball. 


PMHERE FOR ALONG TIME, NOTA 
GOOD TIME 

Asuspicious male was observed near 110 
Street and 89 Avenue on 22 February. He 
had previously been spotted loitering for 
an extended period near the University 
LRT station and initially waved at the 5-0 
members in attendance. However, when 
it was determined that he was not affili- 
ated with the University, he was ques- 
tioned about his campus lurking habits. 
At first he refused to identify himself, 
giving a false name, and appeared to be 
under the influence of drugs. Officers 
directed the male off-campus to the 
Herb Jamieson Centre. 


OUT OF THE FRYING PAN, INTO THE FIRE 
On 24 February, a local restaurant called 
to report a disorderly female wearing 
a hospital bracelet in the area of 112 
Street. She had been recently discharged 
from University Hospital, and upon 
closer investigation, was discovered to 
be highly intoxicated. The problematic 
patient was escorted off campus to the 
Hope Mission and left in the care of staff 
for the evening. She had no University 
affiliation. 


The 2006 Winter 
Olympics ended on 
Sunday, and Canada 
posted its best results 
ever, bringing home 24 
medals including 
seven-golds. 


What was your 
favourite moment of the 


Olympics? 


Karen 
Urbanovitch 
Science II 


Probably the women’s hockey. That was 
really good, | guess. | guess a lot of the 
girls won—we got a lot of girls from 
Canada that won medals. And we won a 
lot of speed skating. | guess the bad part 
is that the men’s hockey didn’t win. 


Dan Nielsen 
Arts Il 


Definitely not the Canada hockey team, 
that’s for sure.| can’t think of one specific 
thing that | liked. | guess the unexpected 
gold medals that people received, like 
the cross-country skier from Canmore 
[Chandra Crawford]; that was pretty 
good. 


Julie Woodward 
UBC Grad studies 


Aerials [skiing]. There's a guy from my 
hometown who got replaced for that 
team. Anyway, | just like watching it. 


Compiled and photographed by DanaKomperdo andJake Troughton 


Greg Brain 
Phys Ed IV 


My favourite part of the Olympics was 
the hockey. Just watching all of it. | didn’t 
care that Canada didn’t win; | just like 
watching it for the hockey. Women’s 
hockey was cool too, seeing that we won 
that. I'm disappointed that Canada didn’t 
win for men’s, but it was still a good final 
with Sweden and Finland. 


Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada 


Linking Organic Knowledge 


Click, read and discuss Organics, 
| on your schedule. 
OACC Organic web courses 
il for University credit. 


Click on ‘Courses’ at 


www.oacc.info 


iss 


Centre dagriculture biologique du Canada 


Le réseau du savoir biologique 
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Ovenbirds seductive song drowned out by booming industry: study 


University biological science student Lucas Habib uncovers mating troubles faced by Alberta‘s songbirds in the boreal forest 


TRISTAN FOLINSBEE 
News Staff 


Alberta's oil and gas deposits have pro- 
vided the province with the strongest 
economy in Canada. Exploiting those 
deposits, however, can have detrimen- 
tal effects on the province's wildlife in 
unexpected ways, according to a study 
by a U of A Master's student. 

For his Master's thesis in Biological 
Sciences, Lucas Habib and his team 
tracked and captured ovenbirds—a 
brown songbird named for oven-like 
nests they build on the ground— 
through Alberta's boreal forest, begin- 
ning in 2003. For three years, the study 
analyzed male ovenbirds’ success at 
attracting a mate, which they serenade 
with a distinctive, high-pitched song. 


“There isn't a lot of 
space for them to 
move away from the 
noise, and I think that 
pattern could apply to 
other birds.” 


LUCAS HABIB, 
ON OVENBIRDS 


According to Habib, these songs are 
being distorted by gas pipeline com- 
pressor stations, which are common 
throughout Alberta’s boreal forest. 

“We found a notable discrepancy 
in mating success between the birds 
in noisy sites and the quiet sites, and 
there was also a change in the age 
structure,” said Habib. 


Male ovenbirds in areas nearest these 
stations were successful in attracting 
mates 77 per cent of the time, com- 
pared to 92 per cent success rates for 
those males in quieter areas. 

While one songbird’s mating trou- 
bles may seem minor, Habib said that 
ovenbirds’ sexual difficulties could 
indicate a wider effect on all birds that 
use songs to attract their mates. 

“T think it’s fair to extrapolate [these 
results] to other migratory songbirds; 
ovenbirds are highly territorial, and 
so are a lot of other ones. So they're 
setting up these territories, and they're 
packed pretty tight in there,” said 
Habib. “There isn’t a lot of space for 
them to move away from the noise, 
and I think that pattern could apply to 
other birds.” 

Compressor stations can be fitted 
with a muffling device that would 
reduce the noise generated, but cur- 
rently, those mufflers are only man- 
datory on compressor stations close 
to human habitation. Those mufflers 
cost around $10 000 each, according 
to Habib. 

Habib originally intended to take 
his completed study to Alberta energy 
companies to advocate for voluntary 
participation in reducing the noise 
emitted by the compressor stations. 
He had no great hope of success at 
first, but then the media came calling. 

The Edmonton Journal wrote an 
in-depth story on his work, and 
Habib was interviewed by the CBC 
on national radio. Since then, Habib 
has been contacted by representa- 
tives from the energy industry and the 
Alberta Government, who expressed 
interest in the results of his study, once 
it’s completed. 


PHILHEAD 


NOTHING IN THIS OVEN Lucas Habib holds one of his research subjects that’s been experiencing mating problems. 


“T don’t think a lot of these people 
would have been interested in read- 
ing my work before, but now that the 
media has picked it up, they are. So 
there is some potential [for action],” 
said Habib. 

Habib explained that the interest is 
especially gratifying considering the 


difficulty he had in obtaining funding 
for a study that appeared less exciting 
to the energy industry than one focus- 
ing on hallmark species of the boreal 
forest, like wolves, grizzly bears or 
woodland caribou. 

“When we first started this project, 
we wrote to [energy companies for 


funding], and one of them wrote back 
to say, ‘If you were doing caribou, 
then we'd give you funding,” said 
Habib with a laugh. 

Habib is currently writing up. his 
thesis, which he will likely defend to 
the Department of Biological Sciences 
in April. 
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King Ralph pays to 
twin Highway 63: 
Albertas autobahn 


"TWENTY TWO PEOPLE IN FIVE YEARS. Apparently, 
that’s the answer to what has been a longstanding rhe- 
torical question in northeastern Alberta. The question? 
“How many people have to die on Highway 63 before 
it will be twinned?” 

Last Thursday, Ralph Klein committed $650 mil- 
lion to twinning the 279km stretch of highway from 
Grassland to Fort McMurray, in light of the growth 
of Fort Mac’s oil sands industry. In his speech, Ralph 
went on and on about how important the oil sands 
are, saying that there has to be a safe route for indus- 
try to get to Fort McMurray—oh yeah, and people 
will stop dying now, too. 

And just like that, everyone’s problems have been 
solved. At least that’s how it seems to anyone who 
hasn't spent time in Fort McMurray. While a twinned 
highway should translate to accidents with oncoming 
traffic becoming a thing of the past, there’s still a seri- 
ous problem that needs to be dealt with: the people 
on Highway 63 drive like assholes. 

As someone who grew up in the Fort, I can give 
you a plethora of close-call stories that involve one 
or more vehicles travelling at well over 150kph on 
Highway 63 that very easily could have ended with 
one vehicle being no bigger than a microwave. For as 
long as I can remember, the most insidious driving 
tactics have been commonplace on this road: passing 
in shoulders, over solid lines on an uphill slope, and 
if that isn’t enough of a challenge, more than a few 
people like to do all of this while working on a case of 
beer (how else are you supposed to pass the time?). 

If you've had the unfortunate task of driving to 
the Fort on a Sunday night, or out of the Fort on a 
Thursday afternoon, you know what I'm talking 
about. Cars end up travelling in packs, and when one 
lead-footed owner of a Ford F-350 gets behind the 
pack, he (or she) will fearlessly pull out into oncom- 
ing traffic and see how many people they can pass 
before having to swerve back into their proper lane, 
almost creating another accident. 

Accidents are nothing new to Highway 63. In addi- 


~ tion to the 22 people who have died on the highway, 
~ over 250 have been injured. That averages out to one 


person every weekend for the last five years. Aside 
from accidents involving wildlife wandering onto the 
highway, most of these can be attributed to excessive 
speed. The only thing that has capped most drivers’ 
atrocious practices on the highway is the possibility 
of a head-on collision; with that possibility removed, 
these same people will now feel invincible—this road 
is about to turn into an autobahn. 

A few years from now, when the twinning is 
complete and driver fatalities are still racking up on 
Highway 63, maybe the root of these incidents will be 
tackled by a full-time squad of unmarked police cars 
that specifically target those who drive with no con- 
sideration for their lives or those of other people on 
the road. Until then, I'll be flying home at Christmas. 


CHRIS O'LEARY 
Sports Editor 


Mmm... sacrilicious 


IpIocy CLOSED THE CULTURAL GAP once more 
last week, as pastry chefs in Iran joined the cartoon- 
fuelled battle against the infidels. 

As if burning embassies and boycotting Havarti 
and Lego wasn’t enough, the confectioners’ union 
took a cue from the Republicans, and proclaimed that 
Danish pastries will now be known as “Roses of the 
Prophet Mohammed.” 

The new name doesn't really flow off the tongue. 
Maybe Anti-Freedom Pies would be more appropri- 
ate? Reviews in Tehran were mixed. Many were will- 
ing to make the sacrifice in the name of Islam, while 
others remained unconvinced, as they just wanted to 
eat the sweet, sweet danishes, whatever the name. 

And, sexual connotations aside, doesn’t it seem odd 
to protest depictions of the Prophet by naming a hot, 
flaky pastry after him? The Mohammad-shaped pastry 
mould can't be far behind. 


MATT FREHNER 
Photo Editor 


David Suzuki doesn’t 
deserve praise—he's 
nothing but a hypocrite 


What exactly is David Berry on? 
Praise for David Suzuki? | hope his 
little commentary was either sar- 
castic or merely praising his use of 
profanity, because any lauding of 
this man’s ideas regarding the envi- 
ronment is misplaced (Re: “Suzuki: 
fuck yeah!” 9 February). 

Suzuki does a great job of being a 
wannabe know-it-all type who pro- 
duces the largest amount of tripe 
designed directly for commercial 
consumption the environmentalist 
movement has ever seen. Whether 
you're the staunchest environmen- 
talist or think that those environ- 
mentalists are tree-hugging hippies 
who should be used as mere fuel 
for the capitalist machine, there's 
no way David Suzuki should get any 
respect. 

The guy is a pompous and arro- 
gant man who uses the rhetoric 
of environment along with every 
advantage the society he suppos- 
edly hates gives him (including the 
SUV). Maybe he could become gain- 
fully and legitimately employed in 
running the PowerPlant, however. A 
freakin’ buffet? Just get over your- 
selves, SU, and sell the thing to a 
company that knows how to run a 
bar/restaurant. 


TU KEIL 


Political Science IV 


Rossignol misses the 
mark—violence not the 
issue with cartoons 


Julie Rossignol’s letter, “Religious 
satire not the same as Holocaust 
denial” (February 14), made a few 


statements | completely disagree 
with. The Danish comics in question 
were not merely commenting on 
religious fanatics’ use of violence. 

The main reason these comics 
have been so inflammatory is the 
depiction of Mohammed. This 
generalizes that all Muslims are 
violent, and also attacks the core of 
their beliefs—that he is not to be 
depicted. Rossignol claims, “Having 
the freedom to make jokes about 
religion and politics is an important 
part of western secular culture.” If this 
is so important, why isn’t it alright to 
make jokes about the Holocaust? It is 
hypocritical to sanction one form of 
bigotry and not the other. 

Additionally, | think it’s a very 
poor conception of any culture to 
say it depends on belittling another. 
Islam dictates that the prophet 
Mohammed is not to be depicted, 
and apparently, western culture 
asserts its own right to mock reli- 
gion and politics. This leads to a 
fundamental clash of ideologies. In 
direct conflicts, western ideology 
has no right to claim superiority. As 
the saying goes, one person's free- 
dom ends when it begins to infringe 
on another's. 


BILL RADFORD 
Arts iV 


Sports stars and 
Gateway editors giving 
frats a bad name 


The basketball article “l Totally 
Tapped That” (14 February) was not 
cool. 

This year, you have decided to use 
some of my money toincrease patri- 
archal attitudes towards women by 
retelling stories from some basket- 
ball jerks as if they were funny and 
cool. This pisses me off, because I’m 
sure that the male editor who cre- 
ated this article are the same people 
whoturn around and criticize some- 


one like me for being in a fraternity, 
as if Im the one perpetuating a 
patriarchal society. But who’s the 
one publishing stories that encour- 
age the objectification of women? 
It’s the subtle attacks on women 
like the ones made in your article 
that endanger a fair society. So, | 
would like you to not use my money 
in this way, or at least admit that the 
editors of this paper are just jerks. 


CALEB GRAMS 
Arts V 


You got it wrong, 
Lilwall—you obviously 
haven't had syphilis 


In response to the article on STDs 
in the recent sex issue (“STDs are 
everywhere, but which one’s the 
best?” 14 February), | felt obligated 
to point out a factual error, though 
very likely an unintended one, by 
Scott Lilwall. 

Pencillin, specifically benzapine 
penicllin, is actually used to treat 
syphilis—one STI that wasn’t cov- 
ered by the group—and is probably 
the only thing that Hitler, Beethoven 
and “Honest Abe” Lincoln ever had 
in common. 

Now the Clap—aka that “pissin‘ 
razorblades feeling’—that sucker 
is treated with cefixime, a third- 
generation cephalosporin. And 
since I’m on the topic, | might as 
well add that Evan Smith didn’t 
mention azithromycin as being 
the drug of choice to eradicate a 
Chlamydia infection. 

For those of you having ventured 
off to warmer climates or Banff for 
Reading Week, you might wish you 
had clipped this column out and 
loaded up on condoms from the 
University Pharmacy. Wouldn’t 25 
cents have been worth not having 
swollen balls and green pus in your 
peehole for the guys, bloody dis- 
charge for the ladies, and burning 


urination for everyone? 


Exactly. 
RON VINOKOOR 
Pharmacy Ill 
The sex issue sucked 


| am appalled at the way this paper 
have decided to glamourize a sexual 
lifestyle by expending the already- 
offensive Purity Test issue into a 
full-blown sex issue. While this 
could have been a decent idea when 
approached correctly, the tone and 
the way the writers approach this 
issue was insensitive and immature. 
It is offensive enough normally to 
pick up this paper each week and 
to have perverse writers filling the 
pages with their crude “humour,” 
but it’s is even worse when articles 
such as “I totally tapped that” or “I 
don’t want to make love—| want 
to fuck” appeared in what is sup- 
posed to be a_ university-level 
paper. It is incredibly insulting to 
have our senses assaulted with sick 
musings or sex-crazed writers and 
to have it disguised as something 
educational. 

While this is only the first Gateway 
sex issue, | hope this will be the last. 


MARGARET CLAREY 


Engineering tl 


letters to the editor should be 
dropped off at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building, or e-mailed 
to opinion@gateway.ualberta.ca. 

The Gateway reserves the right to 
edit letters for length and clarity, and 
to refuse publication of any letter it 
deems racist, sexist, libelous or other- 
wise hateful in nature. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the name, student identifica- 
tion number, program and year of 
study of the author, to be considered 

for publication. 
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Cancelled flights and enemas—the joys of holiday air travel 


JONN 
KMECH 


Every school year, there’s one week 
designated in which to do as little 
reading as possible. Hopefully, 
Reading Week allowed everyone to 
get a much-needed break from the 
rigours of Midterm Week. It did for 
me, but that was almost ruined thanks 
to the joyous stresses of air travel. Like 
an enema, air travel is painful, dis- 
gusting, dirty and not a hell of a lot of 
fun, but is an entirely necessary evil, 
either for travelling a long distance in 
a short time or getting an intestinal 
cleansing. And, like the accompanying 
colonoscopy, the ugliness of the entire 
experience goes pretty deep. 

Travelling to New York for a family 
holiday, I first left Edmonton on a 
small Air Canada flight to Calgary. 
When I sat down, I noticed that I was 
surrounded on all sides by people 
reading Maclean's magazine, inciting 
me to put on my oxygen mask, and 
check for the closest emergency exits 
in case I was forced to jump. This ini- 
tial observation did not bode well for 
the rest of my transit. 

In Calgary, we groggily made our 
way to the American Airlines desk at 
3:30am Saturday, getting there just in 
time to find out our flight to Dallas 
was cancelled. While technically due 
to the uncontrollable weather, it was 
still a major pain in the ass, since 
American somehow couldn't get us 
another flight to Dallas or New York 
until Monday. Luckily for us, the help- 


ful airline worker got us a flight to 
Newark that same day on Continental 
Airlines. This turned blind air rage into 
minor anger over sleep lost. Compared 
to the seething masses behind me who 
weren't so fortunate to get a flight that 
day, I know I was lucky. 

If humanity ever turned into walk- 
ing undead who shopped duty free, 
it would be like observing the wan- 
dering souls in an airport waiting 
for delayed flights. Lost, confused 
and sluggish, these shells of human 
beings sit with eyes glazed over, rous- 
ing themselves occasionally only 
for coffee or human flesh. They can 
also be unpredictable, and become 
extremely pissed off without warn- 
ing, as I would soon see. 


All I needed on my 
flight back was a noisy 
baby kicking my seat 
and a body cavity 
search, and I'd have 
most of the elements 


necessary for a wacky 
family-travelling 
comedy... 


After clearing customs and security, 
it became apparent that we weren't 
the only frustrated people at our 
gate. This observation was amplified 
by a lockdown of our section due to 
an alarm which sounded from some 
“unspecified threat” that was under 
investigation and was “neutralized” 
after a short time. Contributing to 
the tension an intercom told us that 
our plane hadn't arrived yet, caus- 


ing a man to start yelling furiously at 
the intercom. In lockdown and amid 
chaos, we were finally able to get on 
the plane. 

I got a window seat, which is usually 
a good thing, except the guy in front of 
me continually wrenched his seat back, 
crushing my laptop and driving it into 
my stomach. I prayed for a movie and 
a half-decent meal. I received neither, 
forcing me to actually open and read a 
book. After we arrived in Newark, we 
figured we could rejoice. Our holiday 
would finally begin. Not so, as the 
luggage carousel was delayed—for an 
hour and a half: All I needed on my 
flight back was a noisy baby kicking my 
seat and a body cavity search, and I'd 
have most of the elements necessary for 
a wacky family-travelling comedy star- 
ring Steve Martin and/or Chevy Chase. 

Fast forward a week, and after a 
great holiday our flight back went 
a little smoother, despite two more 
half-hour delays. But now we were on 
American Airlines, and that alone was 
torture. Like gerbils, you're packed 
into small, rectangular boxes called 
“seats,” and fed food pellets that, after 
paying $400 to be on the flight, cost 
$5 per box. That’s right, they don't 
even give you a free biscuit or pea- 
nuts. And there’s no movie either. We 
were reduced to reading the terrible 
in-flight magazine or quivering in the 
fetal position, sustaining ourselves on 
tiny cups of orange juice. I chose the 
latter, and finally made it home. 

Vacations are great, but getting there 
and back by air is hell. So next time 
you have to get anywhere (especially 
overseas), save yourself some hassle 
and drive. Better yet, get yourself a 
colonoscopy. It’s good for your health 
and a lot more pleasant than dealing 
with the airlines. 


* PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: ROBIN COLLUM 
1CAN’T BELIEVE | PAID FOR THIS Air travel sucks, especially in the holidays. 
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Were missing the leapling workforce 


Leap years every year would boost the economy and Canadian spirit—really 


ADAM 
GAUMONT 


Today is 


28 February—nothing 
unusual about that. Tomorrow, ipso 
facto, will be 1 March—nothing 
overly exciting going on there, either. 
But it doesn’t have to be this way: in 
other years, tomorrow would be the 
elusive date of 29 February, the glo- 
rious result of a “leap year.” We last 
had one in 2004, and won’t have one 
again until 2008! But with enough 
lobbying, Canada could become the 
first nation to celebrate leap years 
every year. 

As it stands, leap years, or “interca- 
lary years,” for the three of you who 
know what that means, occur in every 
year divisible by four, except for cen- 
tenary years, which have to be divis- 
ible by 400. But with my plan, leap 
years would only have to be divisible 
by one—and themselves, of course. 
For all you math majors reading. 

For one thing, this would result in 
way more “leaplings”: that is, people 
born on 29 February. These crazy cats 
are only one quarter of their actual 
age! Just think about the potential of 
this for a minute: having a leap-year 
every year would in turn reduce aging 
problems in the work force, causing 
approximately 1/365 of all workers to 
stay at their jobs until they were 260 
in human years, but only 65 in leap 
years, or, if you prefer, 455 dog-years. 
You follow? Yeah, me neither. 

But this seems to be the attitude 
taken by the US Congress, which 


voted last August to extend daylight 
savings time in the US by one month 
every year. 

The idea behind this measure, 
which was part of the US’s Energy 
Policy Act, is to conserve energy by 
allowing people to go longer into the 
evening without having to turn their 
lights on; but this forces the question: 
won't they just have them on that 
much earlier in the morning? 


But I say to hell with 
bovine biases and 
Newfoundlandic 
narcissism: we need 
unity amongst the 
people! And 

becoming a leading 
nation in leap-year 
advancement would be 
a great first step. 


This is not a new problem: in fact, 
Ben Franklin was already musing over 
it back in the ’70s—the 1770s, that 
is—when he attempted to find ways 
of consuming fewer candles. His inge- 
nious solution, proposed in his cheeky 
letter to the Journal of Paris in 1784, 
was much simpler, however: get up 
when the sun rises, and go to bed 
when it sets. 

Now that the US has imposed yet 
another of their ideologies on the 
rest of the world, we must ask how it 
affects us here in Canada. Sure, opti- 
mizing daylight savings may be good 
for things like “facilitating relations 
with our largest trading partner,” but 


what happens if not everyone adopts 
the same system? Will I have to wake 
up earlier? Will my computer crash? 
What about flight schedules? What 
about TV schedules??? 

More importantly, this threatens 
to break up our fragile nation, still 
reeling from a divisive election and 
still attempting to stifle, to varying 
degrees of legality, the low, guttural 
rumblings of separatism. According 
to the Internet, rogue provinces 
Ontario and Manitoba have already 
announced that they are defecting 
to the US system, while Alberta and 
the always controversial Québec are 
allegedly considering making the 
change as well. 

It is for reasons such as these that 
Canada needs to unite, and ratify- 
ing my leap-year plan would be just 
the ticket. It would bring back into 
the fold provinces otherwise ostra- 
cized by the daylight savings debate; 
provinces such as Newfoundland, 
which operates on a crazy “half- 
hour past” system, or Saskatchewan, 
which chooses not to participate at 
all, just because it makes it easier to 
milk their cows. But I say to hell with 
bovine biases and Newfoundlandic 
narcissism: we need unity amongst 
the people! And becoming a lead- 
ing nation in leap-year advancement 
would be a great first step. 

But convincing Stephen Harper's 
newly elected government of this idea 
is no easy task: only a massive, orga- 
nized effort clear across the country 
will get the suits in Ottawa to heed 
our call. Therefore, tomorrow, I call on 


each and every one of you to insist that 


it’s 29 February, and that youre in fact 
only five years old. Processions will start 
at 9am in Edmonton, 11am in Toronto, 
and 12:30pm in Newfoundland. 


I have feelings—a sensitive mans lament 


DAVID 
BERRY 


It has recently come to my attention 
that, among the University com- 
munity, I’m perceived as somewhat 
self-indulgent and flippant. Where 
I've earned this reputation is beyond 
me, but whenever I venture outside 
of my apartment (you know, the one 
with loud-sex neighbours and the 
full-length mirror) and actually try to 
talk to one of you, all I seem to get is 
people assuming that all I care about 
is myself. Why am I wasting perfectly 
good newspaper inches writing about 
my coworkers’ drinking problems, 
you inevitably seem to ask me, when 
that space could better be spent dis- 
cussing the obvious failings of trickle- 
down economics, or how shitty the 
food at RATT is? You know, valuable, 
hard-hitting campus journalism, the 
kind that would win awards, if such 
things existed. 

Normally I let criticism from the 
plebeians melt away like so much 
retarded, incoherent morning dew, 
but there comes a time in every man’s 
life when he has to draw a line in 
the, uh, news ... paper. Or something. 
Well, the point is, calling me a frivo- 
lous time-waster really hurts. Like 
poking me in the heart with a stick of 
pure hate and spiders. 

I mean, I'm not one to show his 
feelings very often, but here I am, 


“Sure, you find me funny, even attractive—but then 
you toss me aside like a jester who no longer amuses, 
a beautiful clown whose horn honks out of tune to 
your ears. But beneath this white makeup and 
devastating smile beats the heart of a man—a heart 
that doesn’t wear makeup, or big, floppy shoes.” 


penning poignant studies into the 
human condition, searching for an 
ounce of immutable, personal truth in 
a world of postmodern guesswork and 
subjective stories, and I’m getting shat 
on by a bunch of barely literate morons 
who can’t seem to see the higher 
motives behind an article entitled 
“Tm a sexy, underappreciated beast.” 
Yes, of course, I had you—and three 
other university campuses—laughing 
at the wit of lines like “the interstellar 
pleasures of my ass,” but did you not 
also see the wisdom behind a sophis- 
ticated and subtle parody of the tactics 
and techniques of modern dating? 
Evidently not. 

Do you people think I’m just sit- 
ting here at 1lam on Monday, still in 
my underwear, reading ten-year-old 
Dilbert comics and shitting out the 
first idea that pops into my head once 
I'm finished watching movie trail- 
ers online? Do you think I only write 
these things because under the terms 
of my employment I'm contractu- 
ally obligated to fill this newspaper 
with a certain amount of copy, and 
I'm neither knowledgeable or moti- 
vated enough to find so-called “real” 
issues to discuss? Do you honestly, 
truly think I’m just a lollygagger who 
disguises his lack of point and origi- 
nality with broad humour and ego- 


sheltering self-reflexivity? For shame. 

I've got news for you: beneath 
these nine-point fonts and sexy pho- 
tographs, I am a man. A flawed, 
complicated, but ultimately beauti- 
ful man, with hopes and dreams and 
aspirations and personal failures and 
regrets and needs and all those things 
that make us each uniquely precious. 
Sure, you find me funny, even attrac- 
tive—but then you toss me aside like a 
jester who no longer amuses, a beau- 
tiful clown whose horn honks out of 
tune to your ears. But beneath this 
white makeup and devastating smile 
beats the heart of a man—a heart that 
doesn’t wear makeup, or big, floppy 
shoes. A heart that’s broken. 

So go ahead, misunderstand me, if 
you like. Fail to pick up on the subtle- 
ties of my writing, cast me aside, like 
you do with everything once it stops 
serving your purposes. But know 
that, for a brief while, you were in the 
presence of a star—a white-hot, spec- 
tacular heavenly body that burns with 
an eternal passion you can’t possibly 
comprehend. Like that star, I'll still be 
glimmering off in the distance, shin- 
ing my light for you while you point 
your telescope at other worlds, making 
your night sky just a little more beauti- 
ful, even though you ignore me. You 
ungrateful bastards. 


What will you do with your degree? 
Find out by attending a career forum. 


History and Classics 
Thursday, March 2, 5 - 7 p.m. 
Room: CAB 239 


Physical Education and Kinesiology 
Tuesday, March 7,5-7 p.m. 
Room: Education South 165 


Finance 
Wednesday, March 8, 4- 6 p.m. 
Room: CAB 265 


Anthropology 
Wednesday, March 8, 5 - 7 p.m. 
Room: CAB 239 


Languages and Linguistics 
Thursday, March 9, 4 - 6 p.m. 
Room: CAB 239 


Nutrition and Food Studies 
‘Thursday, March 9, 5 - 7 p.m. 


Room: ETL E2-001 


Advance tickets can be purchased at CaPS, 2-100 SUB, 
$3 in advance, $10 at the door. Ticket price includes 
pizza and pop. To find out more about these forums, 
please visit www.ualberta.ca/caps. 
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From classroom to career; G A P Sworks! 


‘Cacenr ane) Pacemnent Services 


We°LL TRANSLATe 


IT’S EAS? TO 
BET INFORAED 
ATTEND A FORUA 


Faculte St. Jean Forum 
Tuesday, February 28" @ 12:30 pM 


Lister Hall Cafeteria Forum 
Wednesday, March 1 @ 5:00 pM 


SUB Stage Debate #1 
Thursday, March 2™ @ 12:30 pm 


SUB Stage Debate #2 
Friday, March 3 @ 12:00 Noon 


Myer Horowitz Forum 
Monday, March 6" @ 12:00 Noon 


Advance poll March 6", 302K SUB 
LEARN ABOUT THE CANDIDATES AT WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/VOTE 
7, Cx 
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Summer 


Take the Sum 
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Capilano College 


Make this a summer to remember — get a head start at 
Capilano College's spectacular North Vancouver campus. Our 
wide range of summer programs and courses, friendly and 
relaxed atmosphere, and access to incredible outdoor activities 
make Capilano College the place to be this summer. 


| | Creative Intensives 


Bringing together talented individuals in the 


fields of art, design and media, these highly 
creative programs allow you to explore and 
expand your skills under the guidance of 
truly inspiring instructors. 


@ Advanced Illustration Certificate 

@ Advertising Certificate 

@ Animation Fundamentals Citation 

H Computer Animation and Visual 
Effects Citation 

@ Exhibit Design Certificate 

@ Foundations in Illustration and 
Design Certificate 

MH Magazine Publishing Certificate 


ge 


ative 


Media INTENSIVES 


Zi Summer Courses 


Choose from a wide range of credit 
courses in: 


Harts and science (university transfer), 
robotics, business, legal studies, 
communications, fine arts, tourism, 
wilderness leadership and more. 


Apply now - For details, visit our web site: 
www.capcollege.bc.ca 


You could win! Registered students can 
win one of three $500 tuition fee waivers. 


Great Teaching 


@ex Capilano Campuses in North Vancouver, Sechelt and Squamish 
@em College British Columbia, Canada 


Great Programs 


Great Future 
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TUES FEBRUARY 28 - IT'S FAT TUESDAY!! 
SERVING PANCAKES ALL DAY AND NIGHT! 


‘THURSDAY MAR 2 


P WITH | 


10 PM ¢ NO COVER 
SLEEMAN ORIGINAL DRAUGHT PINTS $3.75 
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FRI MARCH 3 & SAT MARCH 4 


DOUBLE BACARDI COCKTAILS $5.75 EACH 
DRESS UP IN YOUR MOST OUTRAGEOUS COSTUME & 
WIN SOME GREAT PRIZES BOTH NIGHTS! 
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MONDAY MAR G 


ENJOY THE LOVELY SOUNDS OF 
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10 PM ¢ NO COVER 


GRASSHOPPER PINTS & TRAD BOTTLES 3.75 
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Non-fiction isn’t fact—read with care 


NINA 
VARSAVA 


Suppose I tried to write a memoir—to 
build a coherent and convincing nar- 
rative out of a fragmented memory— 
but I screwed up a detail and someone 
proved its falsity. Am I now a fraud, 
a con artist? Because some of my 
details are untrue, does it mean that 
my whole story is a lie, and can J even 
know which details are fact and which 
are fiction if all I have to rely upon is 
my (imperfect) memory? 

The current controversy surround- 
ing James Frey’s A Million Little Pieces 
is an ideal illustration of the absurdity 
of the unwavering fiction/non-fiction 
divide. Since an investigative internet 


fj site, “The Smoking Gun,” disclosed 


evidence in January showing that 
Frey's best-selling memoir is bloated 
with fiction, the public and the media 
have been in a state of stunned outrage. 
Readers feel unlawfully duped by the 
book that was deceptively published 
as non-fiction, and are filing lawsuits 
against Frey and his publisher. 

Oprah chose A Million Little Pieces 
for her book club in October, and 
publicly praised Frey’s courageous and 
inspiring narrative. But after learning 
that Frey had wickedly manipulated 
the truth, Oprah was irate. She had 
him, as well as his Random House 
publisher, Nan Talese, on her talk 
show, where she confronted them 
with her indignation. 

Reproaching Talese, Oprah stated 
that, “If you're publishing it as a 
memoir, I think the publisher has a 
responsibility, because as a consumer, 


the reader, I am trusting you. I’m trust- 
ing you, the publisher, to categorize this 
book [appropriately].” However, Oprah 
also asserted that Frey’s memoir “reads 
so sensationally that you can't believe 
all this happened to one person.” 
Nevertheless, she took the narrative as 
gospel until she was presented with 
authoritative evidence to the contrary. 
Have some faith in yourself, Oprah; 
if something is stamped as fact but is 
entirely unbelievable, then maybe you 
should consider not believing it! 


If people actually take 
all non-fiction to be 
nonnegotiable truth, 
then it’s a dangerous 
category indeed. 


Oprah’s reliance on authority exem- 
plifies the public's blind and passive 
acceptance of what is said by those in 
power. When you're reading a memoir, 
a newspaper article, a history book or 
whatever, you have the right—and, I 
think, the responsibility—to say, “Wait 
a minute’ when something seems 
questionable, even if the writer or pub- 
lisher has greater “authority” on the 
issue than you. At all times, we need 
to approach critically what's presented 
as fact; if we don’t, then we ourselves 
are at least partly to blame when we're 
duped by the authorities. 

I’ve been shocked by readers’ and the 
media's reaction to the discovery of fic- 
titious elements in Frey's book, and have 
been led to feel that maybe the category 
of non-fiction has to be deconstructed 
entirely. If people actually take all non- 
fiction to be nonnegotiable truth, then 
it’s a dangerous category indeed. 

On Oprah’s show, Talese wonder- 
fully simplified the problematic nature 


of autobiography when she said that 
she can’t “get inside another person's 
mind.” “Well, that’s my point, Nan,” 
retorted Oprah, “Otherwise then any- 
body can just walk in off the street 
with whatever story they have and 
say this is my story.” Well that’s the 
point of autobiography, Oprah. You're 
the only one who has the authority to 
write your own, and with respect to 
many details, no one can ever really 
know whether you're lying or not. 

It’s ridiculous to demand that pub- 
lishers investigate the minutiae of to- 
be “non-fiction” for its truth value. 
Non-fiction would never be published 
because the necessary investigations 
would be endless—and impossible. 

Non-fiction has never been synony- 
mous with truth. Once a moment of 
temporality is over, it can never be 
directly accessed, and the mediations 
of our memories are never infallible. 
However, I don't think this means 
that all “non-fiction” writing is ille- 
gitimate or dismissible. While one 
apparent solution would be to cat- 
egorize all works with questionable 
details as fiction, this would quickly 
become absurd, as I can’t actually 
think of any non-fiction that wouldn't 
include details that were questionable 
to someone. 

We could dismantle the category of 
“non-fiction” entirely, but this would 
detrimentally clump together two 
categories that are, generally speak- 
ing, significantly distinct, even if this 
distinction is shaky. Instead, I think 
we should accept and be constantly 
aware that the fiction/non-fiction 
divide is blurry at best. If we see non- 
fiction for what it is—a reconstruction 
of imperfect memories and scattered 
records—then we can appreciate the 
light it sheds on the truth, while criti- 
cally engaging with its often question- 
able content. 


PAC proposal fraught with problems, uncertainty 


ROSS 
PRUSAKOWSKI 


If you watch TY, it’s almost a given 
that you’ve come across the commer- 
cials late in the evening where preach- 
ers promise future salvation for just a 
small immediate contribution. Most of 
us have enough good sense to ignore 
the crackpots offering us a sweetheart 
deal that really isn’t, and find other, 
more promising, ways to spend our 
time—like 1-900 party lines. 

Alas, as the question on the Physical 
Activities Complex (PAC) in this year’s 
Students’ Union election shows, there 
are a few on campus who have taken 
to imitating this approach of offer- 
ing “salvation.” However, instead of 
trying to save our souls, they're trying 
to rescue our campus’ shameful fitness 
facilities with a proposal. Unfortunately 
for them, it’s a proposal that’s so full of 
problems and unanswered questions 
that even their shilling evangelical 
brethren wouldn't try to sell it. 

Sure, it takes only a single glance into 
the Van Vliet Centre to realize that the 
current fitness facilities on campus are 
in need of an upgrade, but in the big 
picture, making that happen is a triv- 
ial goal. One look around campus— 
especially the east side, where the arts 
buildings are clustered—shows that 
there are other, higher-traffic build- 
ings that are central to the educational 
aim of the University that should be 
replaced first. 


To ask students to shell out $40 a 
year for up to 30 years to get a modern, 
comfortable version of Tory may be 
palatable. To ask students to finance 
the improvement of gym facilities that 
the majority of us don’t use is lunacy. 
At least proposals like the Universal 
Bus Pass have some merit, as studies 
have shown that at least 40 per cent of 
students use transit regularly. 

With this PAC proposal, the stu- 
dent-run Recreation Action Committee 
(RAC) and the Faculty of Physical Edand 
Rec that pull their strings have publicly 
presented no reliable usage number or 
studies to offer us demonstrating that 
PAC is a good investment. Instead, all 
they've offered is an “if you build it, 
they will come” mantra that isn’t worth 
$36 million of student money. 

No matter what the final cost of the 
building, the PAC proposal touted by 
the “Yes” side might not even be the 
building that we'll be asked to pay for. 
There are two reasons for this. The 
first is that, despite promises that stu- 
dents will have a spot on the advisory 
committee that runs the building, the 
representation won't be equal to the 
proportion of the funding students 
are providing, meaning that, even if 
students disapprove of something, 
they may not have the power to force 
change. 

The second is that the committee 
will be toothless, anyway. Thanks to 
the structure of the University, the 
real power to decide what buildings 
will look like rests with the Facilities 
Development Committee, not the 
advisory committee. It has yet to 
approve PAC, and with a single deci- 
sion, they could radically change the 
building from the one students voted 


on to something completely different. 
In the end, this means that students 
are being asked to buy the caviar ver- 
sion of PAC when they might not even 
end up with white bread. 

But even here students don’t know 
how much they'll be required to pay. 
The question being put to us says the 
fee will remain in place for 30 years 
or until the costs incurred have been 
recovered. Yet the Faculty and RAC 
have given no indication of who will 
decide when the costs have been recov- 
ered, or if this will include the costs 
associated with establishing research 
space—something students shouldn't 
pay for. They've been content to ignore 
those questions, just as they've ignored 
ones regarding what will happen if the 
cost for PAC balloons to more than what 
students might have approved. This 
means that the premium PAC that stu- 
dents are voting on could very well lose 
features, and by approving the fee we 
could be saddling students with paying 
for it much longer than 30 years. 

It would be easy and reassuring for 
us to just trust that the University will 
stop collecting the fee when every- 
thing’s been paid off: However, the 
University’s history on things like this 
is appalling, as students are still paying 
a “temporary” fee, approved to cover 
the cost of the Health Centre’s renova- 
tion, more than two years after those 
costs have been recovered. 

The “Yes” side may try to dazzle us 
with promised features and artists’ 
renditions, but that’s just an attempt 
to hide the lack of substance in the 
PAC proposal with some flash. Luring 
people in with empty promises might 
be acceptable for late-night evangeli- 
cals, but not for our own university. 
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Do you want to change the world? Start by changing yourself 


AMANDA 
TERMEER 


While riding the LRT, a poorly dressed 
man screamed and fell to the ground. 
He began convulsing, clearly having 
a seizure. Everyone glanced over, and 
immediately looked away. I ended 
up holding his hand as people com- 
plained about the stall. 

Earlier, I ran into a Whyte Avenue 
regular who claims to have been 
“somebody” once and refuses to take 
money from females because they 
“deserve to receive, not give.” People 
were flicking pennies at his face. 
When I asked him why he didn’t go 
to a shelter, his eyes glistened bitterly. 
I gave him a hug, and he started to sob 
hysterically. He said,“No one likes to 
touch me anymore.” 

On an afternoon jog, I noticed a 
crowd of people laughing at a drunken 
Aboriginal man. He was struggling 
down some stairs near the High Level 
bridge. I offered him my help, and we 
headed to the University bus stop. 

As a society, we spend a lot of time 
talking about how to help impover- 


of dollars are donated, and most 
people thrive on the emotional high 
they get from being involved in some 
kind of charity. Nearly everyone has a 
cause, but we do little for those who 
need it here at home. 

We give to organizations that help 
people in Africa and South America, 
but what about the starving homeless 
man down the street? What about the 
man having a heart attack on the bus? 

We usually avoid getting involved 
with the people we “see” daily. 
Instead of being blind and walking 
around the less fortunate, open your 
eyes. Put yourself in the shoes of the 
homeless, the drunks and the notice- 
ably disabled. Don’t kid yourself and 
say it could never happen to you. 

We often forget that no one is born 
homeless. Sometimes starving artists 
get to the point where they can’t pay 
rent. Rising tuition and a set of bad cir- 
cumstances could leave a former engi- 
neer wandering around the streets, 
wondering where he'll live. According 
to a study done in London, England, 
15 per cent of homeless people have 
degrees—like you will in a few years. 

We often forget that we have no 
control over our genetics when we 
see someone who's disabled. We never 
think it will be us. Neither did the 
homeless guy. Or the student diag- 
nosed with multiple sclerosis. 


issues regarding poverty, disabled ld 
people, and just about anyone who has 
a problem. The answer is quite simple: 
instead of wondering how to change 
the world, just become a better person. 

Small acts of charity can improve 
anyone’s day. Hand the hobo some 
change. So what if he buys a drink— 
wouldn't you want a drink in his situa- 
tion? According to that same study, 45 
per cent of people who spend the nights 
on the streets have been assaulted; 53 
per cent of those assaults are commit- 
ted by members of the general public. 

Sometimes things that take only 
a moment can save a life. If someone 
looks distressed, don’t just gawk—find 
out if you need to phone an ambulance 
instead of your therapist. Maybe smil- 
ing at a stranger will change their per- 
spective on life and prevent a suicide. 

Next time a “problem” presents 
itself, do unto others as you'd have 
done to you. Henry Beecher, an afflu- 
ent philosopher, said, “No man can 
tell whether he is rich or poor by turn- 
ing to his ledger. It is the heart that 
makes a man rich. He is rich or poor 
according to what he is, not according 
to what he has.” 

Pretend to wake up drunk, to be 
homeless, in the gutter or having a sei- 
zure. Someone walks by, and rolls their 
eyes. You reach out only to be laughed 
at, or worse, assaulted. It doesn’t feel so 
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ished souls around the world. Millions Hours have been spent debating 


good on the other side, does it? 


PASSING ME BY If you want to help others, you should start close to home. 
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Volleyball Bears flawless as they pick up another CW banner 


ROSS PRUSAKOWSKI 
Sports Staff 


For the past ten years, every men’s volleyball 
national championship banner that CIS has 
handed out has ended up out west—the Canada 
West conference has simply dominated the rest 
of the country for the last decade. 

With that fact in mind, the four best schools 
in the conference made their way into the Main 
Gym last weekend to crown a champion and 
nothing more, since the Bears and the visiting 
Saskatchewan Huskies, Manitoba Bisons and 
Trinity Western Spartans had all qualified for 
the CIS national championship in Hamilton next 
weekend. The fact that nothing other than play- 
off positioning was at stake forced some coaches 
to admit that it didn’t make for great volleyball. 

“You think about having already qualified, but 
I think we've got a pretty mature group,” said 
Bears head coach Terry Danyluk. “A lot of them 
want to have a chance to repeat as Canada West 
champions. Winning our conference says a lot, 
because our league is a tough one to be in.” 

“T think it’s hard to play in a tournament like 
this,” said Manitoba Bisons head coach Garth 
Pischke after the Bears swept his team 3—0 on 
Friday night, leaving the Bisons to capture third 
place. “I don’t think any of the teams get as fired 
up as they would have if it were a do-or-die situ- 
ation, so I don’t think we had the same desire as 
we did last weekend when we knew if we didn’t 
play well we'd be done for the season. Getting 
into these non-elimination games now is a detri- 
ment for all of these teams, I think.” 

While the Bisons may not have been able to get 
all that fired up for the Canada West champion- 
ships, it seems that the Bears had no problems 
gearing up for their competition. Coming into 
the weekend, Alberta had dropped just one match 
and 18 sets in 33 games this season and have 
looked unstoppable in their quest to repeat as CIS 
champions. The team moved a little bit closer to 
that goal after sweeping the third- ranked Bisons 


on Friday, then repeating the feat against Trinity 
Western and grabbing their second-straight con- 
ference title on Saturday night. 

“This was the last opportunity to play and 
it sets the standard for next weekend,” said 
Danyluk. “[Gaining] the momentum going into 
next weekend is really important, so playing and 
finishing well is important, and I think gaining 
a mental advantage over other teams can never 
hurt you.” 


“We played well, but you've got 
to understand that the Bears 
team is probably one of, if 
not the best, at least in terms 
of individuals that have ever 
played together on one team in 
CIS.” 


RON PIKE 
HEAD COACH 
TWU SPARTANS 


_ “Tfthe Bears have a mental edge over us, they've 

already got it and we already know about it and 
it’s becoming old—it’s nothing new,” conceded 
Ron Pike, the head coach of the Trinity Western 
Spartans, after losing to the Bears in straight sets 
for the second time this season. “We played well, 
but you've got to understand that the Bears team 
is probably one of, if not the best, at least in terms 
of individuals that have ever played together on 
one team in CIS.” 

With those words ringing in their ears, a 
number-one ranking in hand and the pressure 
that comes with being the favourites on their 
shoulders, the Bears head to McMaster University 
in Hamilton next weekend, hoping to have a CIS 
nationals as straightforward as the Canada West 
final four turned out for them. 


LEANNE FONG 
MIDAS ON THE COURT The Bears volleyball team defended their conference title on Saturday. 


Track Bears and Pandas continue to show improvement at Canada West meet 


FILE PHOTO: NEAL WILDING 
GOLD EFFORT The Bears won the Canada West banner for the first time since 1993 this weekend. 


CHRIS O'LEARY 
Sports Editor 


Georgette Reed wanted her track and field ath- 
letes to make a statement about their program, 
and talk they did, as the Bears and Pandas chalked 
up first- and third-place finishes, respectively, at 
the Canada West championships this weekend in 
the Butterdome. 

“People are stepping up; they're believing in 
our track program,” Reed said. “Everyone knows 
we've got great hockey programs, a decent foot- 
ball program, good basketball and volleyball 
programs, but I think that people kind of think 
of track as being a bunch of all-comers.” 

The Bears and Pandas proved themselves to 
be as far from a thrown-together team as they 
could possibly be this weekend. For the Bears, 
the Canada West banner is their first since 1993. 
While Reed was proud of her athletes’ efforts, 
she was clear that a conference championship is 
only half of the battle. 

“[The Bears’ win is] awesome. It’s what we've 
been working for since’my first day here. We're 
not done yet though, we've still got CIS champi- 
onships,” Reed said. “This is just the first step. 
These guys have what it takes to go all the way 
if they just keep believing and take this as a step 
and not the final destination.” 

The Bears trailed the University of 
Saskatchewan Huskies by 16 points as the second 
day of the competition began, but dominant 
Saturday performances from Alberta's men made 
the difference, as the Huskies literally couldn't 
keep up with Bears. Sprinters Neville Wright 
(6.70 seconds), Antoinne Boussombo (6.95 sec- 
onds) and Ryan Adams (6.96 seconds) swept the 
60m event. With Mark Cocks thrown into the 
mix, the Bears then destroyed the competition 
in the 4x200m relay in a time of 1:28.26. Reed 


thought that her sprinters, Wright in particular, 
may have just gotten started over the weekend. 

“Neville, I don’t think we've even seen his peak 
potential yet. It was nice to see him run as well 
as he did,” she said. “T still don’t think that we're 
even close to our potential. Hopefully at nation- 
als we can get there and see what happens.” 

Thrower Matt Doherty stayed well ahead of 
his competition as well, as he put forth a CIS- 
best 16.82m in the shot put, to go with his Friday 
first-place 18.26m in the weight-throw. Reed 
implied that Doherty could top his impressive 
display at nationals. 

“Matt stepped up and did really well [on 
Saturday]. He did okay in the weight throw, but 
[on Saturday] he really pulled through in the 
shot put. He beat a school record by 40cm, and 
I'm really happy for him.” 

On the women’s side of the track, first-year 
Panda Carline Muir proved to be untouchable, 
picking up gold medals in the 60m and as part of 
the 4x200m and 4x400m. Muir was happy with 
how her first Canada West meet turned out. 

“T had a great weekend,” she beamed. “I came 
here to do what I wanted to do and I did every- 
thing that I was supposed to. It’s a good feeling.” 

“[Muir] did an awesome job. Our women 
stepped up amazing this weekend,” Reed noted. 
“We thought we had a good program last year, 
but this year it’s risen because we got some key 
people. Our female sprint program has gone up 
five levels from where it was last year.” 

Muir agreed with her coach, however, and 
said that while it was nice to win some medals 
against the conference’s best, the team’s work 
isn’t done yet. 

“We've been [focusing on nationals] since the 
beginning of the year and we're going to continue 
doing that until this thing’s over. We're looking 
forward to doing really well at nationals.” 


THE GATEWAY + volume XCVI number 35 


SPORTS 13 


PROPS TO THE LITTLE GUY He may look undersized on the court with players up to a foot taller than him on 
but fourth-year libero Justin Wong (left) provides the defensive glue that holds the top-ranked Bears together. 


WEIYANG LIU 
his team, 


Justin Wong the calm to volleyball Bears storm 


Fourth-year Golden Bear dynamo named Canada West Libero of the Year by 
rival coaches; preparing for leadership role on next year's talented squad 


ANDREW RENFREE 
Sports Staff 


When some of the strongest power- 
hitters in CIS volleyball jump up and 
spike the ball over the net, Golden Bear 
Justin Wong is usually the first person 
to jump in the line of fire. Blocking, 
diving, passing and quick defensive 
digs are just part of a regular day on 
the court for Wong, the Bears’ libero 
for the last four seasons. His knees 
take a beating, but his selfless efforts 
allow Alberta's setters and hitters to 
put points on the board. 

“Libero is a little bit different from 
other positions, because there are 
really only two aspects: defence and 
passing,” said Wong, adding that he 
loves both elements of the position. 
“T love the defensive side of the game 
because it’s that satisfaction of know- 
ing that you can stop the other team 
and frustrate them.” 

Frustrating opponents seems to be 
Wong's forté this year, as he’s aver- 
aged 1.61 digs per set on the season. At 
5’9”, he is dwarfed by his teammates, 
but his big plays over the season have 
earned him the title of Canada West 
Libero of the Year. Wong was modest 
about the award, putting team acco- 
lades ahead of personal ones. 

“I found out Friday, and I was 
honestly surprised. I don’t think 
about that stuff too much, because 
for me and the 16 other guys on this 
team, the most important thing is 


the national championships at the 
end of the year. [The award] is nice 
to have, and it’s definitely icing on 
the cake, but it’s only that if we win 
nationals.” 


“J think he brings a 
calm intensity to the 
court. He's consistent 
and emotionally, he’s a 
brick wall. He makes 
those game-savers and 
highlight-reel digs; he’s 
a great guy to have on 
the court.” 


BROCK DAVIDIUK, 
BEARS SETTER, 
ON JUSTIN WONG 


While “Wonger,” as his teammates 
call him, was downplaying his rec- 
ognition, his teammates and coaches 
were certain he was deserving of the 
award. 

“I think he brings a calm inten- 
sity to the court. He’s consistent, and 
emotionally, he’s a brick wall,” team- 
mate Brock Davidiuk said. “He makes 
those game-savers and highlight-reel 
digs; he’s a great guy to have on the 
court.” 

Danyluk attributes Wong's success 


to his level-headed personality and 
consistency. 

“Justin has been a consistent pres- 
ence since day one. His numbers 
aren't real high in comparison to some 
of the other liberos in the country, but 
he has a calming presence; his person- 
ality is consistent and I really believe 
that that’s important.” 

There are five Bears graduat- 
ing this season, which means that 
Wong will have to step into a lead- 
ership role next year. Danyluk felt 
that Wong will be up to the chal- 
lenge, while Davidiuk agreed that 
Wong has great leadership potential, 
despite the fact that, according to CIS 
rules, liberos can’t be named as floor 
captains. 

“You don’t necessarily have to be a 
captain to be a leader on this team,” 
Davidiuk said. “Next year he'll be 
someone that young players can look 
to, to see how youre supposed to act 
as a player.” 

Davidiuk added that Wong's on- 
court abilities are tremendous, but 
he boasts a number of off-court attri- 
butes that to many may not be as 
obvious. 

“When I think about what makes 
players great, I think about a lot of 
intangible things and what he brings 
to the court is definitely something 
intangible. It’s those things like hard 
work, emotional stability and that 
teammate presence out there. It’s been 


. a pleasure playing with him.” 


Canadian Landmine Awareness Week 


Canadian Landmine Awareness Week runs from 27 February to 5 
March. Answer the one of the following landmine-related and you 
could win a prize! 


1. Which government most recently ratified the Ottawa Convention 
banning landmines in their country, and what does this bring the total 
number of parties to the treaty to? 


2. On what date did the Ottawa Convention (or Mine Ban Treaty) officially 
become International Law? 


Answers, along with the contestant’s full name should be emailed to 
edmonton@dangermines.ca and prizes will be tickets to the film Disarm, 
showing Thursday, March 2nd, 7pm at the Stanley Milner Library Theatre. 


NEED A 
BREAK FROM 
THIS SEAT? 


GOLDEN BEARS & PANDAS SPORTS 
YOUR UNIVERSITY YOUR TEAMS 


WOLF SEAT IS READ”... 


Golden Bears Hockey Division Final 
vs. Calgary 
Friday & Saturday, March 3 & 4 at 7:30pm 
Sunday, March 5 at 7:00pm [if necesaary) 
Clare Drake Arena 


2006 TELUS University Cup Men's Hockey National Championship 
March 23-26 « Student Ticket Packages Now on Sale 


- wiww.pandas.ualberta.ca www.bears.ualberta.ca 


Consortium national de formation en santé 
Campus Saint-Jean, University of Alberta 


CAMPUS ~~ aor 
SAINT-JEAN | 


OF ALBERE SS) 


B opsorian national 
de formation en santé 


Le Réseau Santé Etudiant 


Etudiants et étudiantes francophones et francophiles des programmes 
reliés ala santé: 


¢ Sciences infirmiéres 

e Médecine et Dentisterie 

¢ Pharmacie et Sciences pharmaceutiques 
° Sciences de la réadaptation 


Vous étes cordialement invités a vous joindre au nouveau Réseau Santé 
Etudiant. 


Un souper rencontre est prévu le 2 mars 2006 a 18h au Grand salon du 
Pavillon Lacerte, Campus Saint-Jean. On vous attend en grand nombre. 


Veuillez confirmer votre participation avant le 24 février 2006. 


Campus Saint-Jean 
8406, rue Marie-Anne Gaboury (91e rue} 


Tel : 485-8638/465-8700 ext 0 
Ou victorm@ualberta.ca 
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Hockey Pandas take Canada West banner the hard way 


Womens hockey squad perseveres through late Bisons rally and wins in OT enroute to their fifth-consecutive conference banner 


JAKE TROUGHTON 
Senior News Editor 


With the Canada West women’s 
hockey season over, it’s now official: 
the Pandas just don’t dominate the 
conference like they used to. 

Instead, they're dominating it like 
their Golden Bear counterparts do. 
All in all, it’s not a bad place to be. 
Sometimes they win by a lot; more 
often, they win by a little. Sometimes 
they even tie. But they almost never 
lose, and as of this weekend they've 
won five Canada West championships 
in a row (just like the Bears). 

The games have been a lot closer, 
and their 20-1-3 regular- and post- 
season record is a little off of the 24—0 
of the previous two years, but the 
Pandas are still the team to beat in the 
Canada West conference. They beat 
the Manitoba Bisons 5—4 on Saturday 
to win the conference final series two 
games to none in a game that, some- 
what fittingly, required overtime after 
the Bisons charged back from 3—0 and 
4-2 deficits. 

“Tt feels a lot better than an 8-1 
win,” Pandas head coach Howie Draper 
said after the game. “‘It feels like a real 
hockey win. In the past three years, we 
always knew what the outcome would 
be. When the outcome’s uncertain, I 
think the reward is more special.” 

Left winger Taryn Barry, who scored 
the banner-clinching goal with 15 sec- 
onds left in the first overtime period, 
agreed that this year’s win was a little 
sweeter than past years. 

“There’s no comparison,” she said. 
“We worked our butts off for this. 
People can say we're not as good as the 


team last year, but we're winning and 
we're a strong team.” 

While the Pandas were still favoured 
to repeat as conference champs head- 
ing into this season, their success has 
surprised many who expected to see 
a bigger drop-off after the team lost 
several key players after last season, 
including CIS career-scoring leader 
Danielle Bourgeois. Bisons head coach 
Jon Rempel said the Pandas did feel 


a little more beatable this year, but 
added that he’s impressed by how well 
they've maintained their strength. 
“They don’t have the firepower that 
they've had in the past in terms of just 
being able to take over a game, but 
they're still a good hockey team, and 
very well-coached,” Rempel said. “I 
think Howie did an excellent job after 
losing as many players as he did.” 
Along with a conference champion- 


ship banner, the Pandas’ series sweep 
of Manitoba, which included a 3-1 
win on Friday, earned them a berth 
in the CIS championship tourna- 
ment 9—12 March at St Francis Xavier 
University in Nova Scotia. 

“This was one of the most excit- 
ing and rewarding Canada West finals 
we've won,” said blueliner Kristina 
Kother, one of four Pandas who played 
their final home game before gradu- 


i 
i 
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oT KIM SMITH 
GRINDING IT OUT Canada West's Player of the Year Kristen Hagg and the Pandas hockey team went to overtime and survived against the Manitoba Bisons. 


ating after this season. “Overtime is 
nerve-wracking, but when you win in 
overtime, it’s that much better.” 

Centre and captain Kristen Hagg, 
who graduates as the second-leading 
scorer in CIS history, shared similar 
sentiments to her teammates. 

“It’s almost the perfect way to go 
out,” she said. “It’s nice to have that 
kind of excitement and feel that great 
about a:win.” 


VERSITY OF 


ALBERTA 


Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry, 
and Home Economics 


Albe a 


SCHOOF 7B NE 


INFORMATION SESSION 


Industry speakers 
¢ Scholarship opportunities 
e International travel opportunities 


‘ought to you by the University 
f Alberta School of Business 
_and Faculty of Agriculture, 
Forestry, and Home Economics. 


University transfer 


Date & Time: Thursday March 2, 5:00 PM 
(snacks provided) 


Location: Tory Breezeway 2 (U of A campus) 


For more information, 


492-4225 


www.re.ualberta.ca 
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Sports jerks, heroes and goats: the Gateway’s Torino 


GATEWAY 
SPORTS STAFF 


Group 
Commentary 


Once every four years, Canada plants 
its collective ass on the couch to sit 
back and enjoy its favourite sporting 
competition, behind the Stanley Cup 
playoffs: the winter Olympics. While 
the obvious (Canada’s seventh-place 
finish in men’s hockey) comes to mind 
for many, here’s what left an impres- 
sion on the Gateway’s sports staff. 


Ross Prusakowski 


For many, the day of 22 February in 
this Olympics will be defined by a 
single event, and I can proudly say 
that the same is true for me as well. 
However, while most of the rest of 
the country were already demanding 
a royal commission be established to 
find out what happened to the men’s 
hockey team’s ability to score, I was 
enthralled with a performance on 
another ice surface. 

The sportsmanship displayed by 
Kristina Groves when her teammate 
Cindy Klassen knocked her off the top 
of the podium and turned her gold 
medal into silver in the 1500m long 
track speed skating were a refreshing 
demonstration of what the Olympics 
are supposed to be all about. Groves 
understood it was a big moment for 
Klassen and Canada, and pushed aside 
whatever disappointment she had and 
was gracious in defeat. For her part, 
Klassen brought her teammate into 
the moment as much as she could and 
played up the achievement it was for 
Canada at the expense of her own per- 
sonal triumph and glory. 

Everyone else can bemoan the fail- 
ure of the men’s hockey team; they 
didn’t show any of the sportsman- 
ship or dedication that paced Groves 
and Klassen to their podium finishes 
anyway, and the overpaid NHLers 
should have felt honoured just to share 
the spotlight with them. 


BrianRamchandar 


The Olympics are supposed to be about 
sportsmanship, passion and the tri- 
umph of the human spirit. However, 
my favourite moments of the games 
involve none of the three—in fact, the 
exact opposite characteristics are what 
I will remember most about the train 
wreck that was the American Olympic 
Team. While most other countries 
carried themselves with grace, dignity 
and pride, the United States managed 
to come across like a group of spoiled, 
arrogant whiners whose failures 


brought joy and happiness to the many 
of us not ruled by George W Bush. 
The women’s 


snowboard cross 


event gained notoriety in its Olympic 
debut as Lindsey Jacobellis’ attempted 
showboating before the finish line 
landed her on her red, white and blue 
ass and cost her what should have 
been an easy gold medal. Downhill 
skier Bode Miller, touted prior to the 
games as a medal favourite, left 0-5 
(with a DQ and two DNF’s to boot) 
and reportedly spent more time 
drinking at the Irish Igloo than pre- 
paring for his races. Arial skier Jaret 
Peterson was sent home to the good 
ol’ US of A days before the closing 
ceremonies after getting in an alterca- 
tion following a late night of partying. 
And even NHLer Mike Modano, who 
was benched for most of the third 
period in the Americans’ quarterfi- 
nal loss, openly criticized the entire 
US hockey program and then skipped 
the final team meeting. Granted, these 
incidents don’t reflect on the team as a 
whole, but it still brings a smile to my 
face knowing that Canada, with one- 
tenth the population, finished only 
one medal behind the Americans, and 
did so without putting on a soap opera 
in the process. 


Jake Troughton 


Almost no one gave the Swedish 
women’s hockey team any chance of 
beating the Americans. Even those 
of us who thought they could win 
didn’t think they actually would do 
it. But by the end of the semifinal 
match between the two teams, I was 
cheering for Sweden harder than I've 
cheered for any team in my life, and 
I've never been happier to be wrong. 

Sweden’s 3-2 semifinal shootout 
win has drawn obvious comparisons 
to the 1980 “Miracle on Ice” American 
men’s victory over the USSR, but it 
was no miracle. It was a simple case of 
an underdog team figuring out where 
they could beat the opposition, and 
working damn hard to pull it off. 

They started shaky and fell behind 
2-0, but after Maria Rooth scored 
six minutes into the second period, 
the Swedes were not only back in 
the game—they were the better 
team. They shut down the admittedly 
superior US offence with powerful 
defence and the dominant goaltend- 
ing of Kim Martin, arguably the best 
goalie in the world. You can hardly 
ask for more from the Olympics than 
a team fighting at just the right time 
to accomplish something they'd 
never done before. 


Andrew Renfree 


For Canada, the Olympic Games in 
Turin will go downas one of the great- 
est in our history. Before the torch was 
lit, the Canadian Olympic Committee 
had predicted that the Canucks would 
place third in the medal standings, 
with a total of 25 medals (an increase 
of eight from Salt Lake City). Canada 
only fell shy of that goal by one, notch- 


ing 24 medals and third-place overall. 
With so many great Canadian Olympic 
moments, as well as some spectacular 
ones from other nations, it’s hard to 
pick only one that stands out. 
Personally, one of my favourite 
moments was when Brad Gushue and 
his curling squad from Newfoundland 
captured the gold medal over Finland. 
The Finns came out strong, scoring 
two in the first end, but the Newfies 
didn’t falter and quickly answered with 
two points of their own in the second. 
Canada stole single points in the third 
and fourth ends and Finland scored 
one in the fifth, making it a close 4-3 


game. The CBC’s frequent images of | 


nervous Newfoundlanders who had 
been given the day off of school and 
work, watching the game in pubs 
and curling rinks across the province 
only added to the viewing tension. 
The sixth end was one of the more 
exciting moments of the Olympics, as 
the Gushue foursome scored a mas- 
sive six points, putting the Fins out 
of contention. Finnish skip Markku 
Uusipaavalniemi admitted defeat in 
the eighth end, giving the Canucks the 
victory. I swear I could hear people in 
St John’s cheering, but that also could 
have been the guys working on the 
rigs in Fort McMurray. Now they can 
all relax and enjoy a glass of screech. 


Chris O'Leary 


Although the winter Olympics are 
undoubtedly exciting and an addic- 
tive watch, nothing has been more 
captivating to me than the chaotic fall- 
out that has resulted from the men’s 
hockey team and their astonishingly 
low seventh-place finish in Torino. 
As I work my way through this, fully 
realizing that Don Cherry and the 
hockey police could come and try to 
revoke my Canadian citizenship at 
any minute, I'll go ahead and make an 
announcement that very well could 
shake this country to the core: I’m not 
a hockey fan. At all. I can watch it and 
root for Canada, but when it comes 
down to it, the Steve Francis-to-New- 
York-trade was what I’m going to 
remember more than anything else 
from 22 February. 

That’s not to say that the absolute 
state of panic that everyone else has 
been in for the last six days hasn't 
fascinated me. Not since the terrorist 
attacks of 11 September, 2001 can I 
recall being able to turn on the radio 
or TV and be able to find someone 
talking about the gravity of the situa- 
tion that is now upon us a week after 
the fact. Sports radio and Canadian 
newscasts have been absolutely dom- 
inated by talk of the ineptness of our 
powerplay and whether or not Wayne 
Gretzky would step away from the 
team that he created and struck gold 
with in 2002. For me, the aftermath 
of our international lowliness on the 
rink will overshadow anything else 
in Italy. Even Sasha Cohen. 


_ What year did that happen? 


For healthy adults who wish to enhance memory & mental 
alertness while reducing fatigue. 


It’s a natural for your memory. 


Available at leading pharmacies, remember-fx.com * 1 888 843-7239 
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Pandas’ Konihowski claims silver medals in volleyball, track and field 


CHRIS O'LEARY 
Sports Editor 


With four U of A teams in the thick 
of the hunt for their respective Canada 
West championships this past week- 
end, Janna Konihowski was the only 
athlete who came away with a medal 
from more than one Pandas team. 

On Thursday night, Konihowski 
was in Vancouver, where she had a 
game-high 26 digs against Trinity 
Western University and helped her 
Pandas volleyball teammates turn a 
0-2 deficit into a 3-2 win and a berth 
in the gold medal game on Friday 
against the University of British 
Columbia. She got up Friday morning 
and flew back to Edmonton, where 
she threw a personal-best 12.98m in 
the shot put, which garnered her a 
silver medal in the competition and 
a spot at the CIS national champion- 
ship from 9-11 March. She said that 
although both events were a day 
apart, keeping her focus on each one 
wasn't difficult. 

“I tried to keep it very separate,” she 
said. “After [the volleyball game], I 
started to get more nervous because I 
hadn't practiced shot put all week. But 
my mental preparation was good so 
I came back and I was ready to go. It 
was separated really well.” 

This season, Konihowski’s fifth in 
CIS, started with her deciding to focus 
solely on the shot put, after spending 
the four previous years playing libero 
for Laurie Eisler on the Pandas’ vol- 
leyball team. Her departure was short- 
lived, however, after she was talked 
into coming back to join the volleyball 
team in January by Eisler. 

“Janna’s put so much into the pro- 
gram,” Eisler said. “She’s been with 
us since 2000, so we knew exactly 


what we were getting with her. She’s 
a very good leader, a great player, and 
we knew she'd help the team on the 
court.” 

Konihowski said that without the 
compromise of both Eisler and track 
and field head coach Georgette Reed, 
her return to the court wouldn’t have 
been possible. 

“TReed and Eisler] are both really 
good about it. Like if I miss a video 
session for volleyball I can make it up 
at a different time. The practice times 
for both teams work out for me; it’s 
been really good.” 

As flexible as both coaches have 
been for Konihowski this season, this 
weekend's events were not something 
that could be rescheduled. As a result, 
while she was earning a spot in the 
track and field nationals on Friday, she 
had to miss out on her teammates’ gold 
medal match against UBC—where 
the Pandas were soundly thumped in 
straight sets. 

“Tt was hard, but from the begin- 
ning I knew that that was going to be 
how it would be,” she said. “It helped 
to know that all the teams at Canada 
West qualified for nationals anyways. 
And I really trust in [second-year 
libero] Jodi Friesen. It was hard to 
leave, but I had to do it.” 

“When we talked at the beginning 
of the year about her going back and 
helping out with volleyball, I told her, 
‘Whatever makes you happy,” said 
Reed. “But she said she wanted to 
make sure that she was back for this 
weekend to try to qualify for nation- 
als and I told her we'd do whatever it 
takes. And Laurie Eisler, hats off to her. 
We worked together and Janna went 
and helped them on Thursday night 
and got them to the gold medal game 
and she came here and got the silver 
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SILVERS ONE WEEKEND, GOLDS THE NEXT? Panda Janna Konihowski (left) is men to nationals for two sports. 


medal on her own and qualified for 
national championships for shot. She's 
still got so much potential there, too.” 

Konihowski admitted she was a 
little surprised to throw so well, after 


not practicing and traveling so much 
in such a short span of time. 

“My first throw felt horrible. After 
they measured it I was like, “Wow, if 
that’s horrible, imagine what it'll be like 


when it feels good.’ That's really excit- 
ing, because there's two more weeks 
[before nationals] and I know I can 
throw farther and I think I can medal 
at nationals if I continue like I have.” 
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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


The Gateway is accepting applications for the position of Editor-in-Chief for the 2006/2007 
publishing year. The term runs from 1 May 2006 to 30 April 2007 and pays $1800/mo*. 
Applicants must plan to be enrolled at the U of A in at least one class per semester for the 
2006/2007 school year; must be available to work varying hours; must have computer and lay- 
out skills; and will preferrably have been a Gateway editor, or possess equivalent leadership and 
editorial experience.** Applicants should submit a covering letter, resumé and a portfolio to 
Gateway Business Manager (Steve Smith, 492-6669, biz@gateway.ualberta.ca) by noon 
on Friday, 3 March 2006. Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for interviews. 


LINE EDITORS 


The Gateway is accepting applications for the following line editor 
positions** for the 2006/2007 publishing year: 


MANAGING EDITOR 

SENIOR NEWS EDITOR 

DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR 
OPINION EDITOR 

SPORTS EDITOR 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 
PHOTO EDITOR 

DESIGN & PRODUCTION EDITOR 


All terms run from 1 May 2006 to 30 April 2007. The full-time paid 
portion of the job runs from mid-August to the end of April. Four 
issues of the Gateway will be produced over the summer months. 
All line editors will be expected to train on at least two of the four 
summer issues (unless granted leave by the hiring committee) for 
an honorarium of $100/issue. In their full-time capacities, the sala- 
ries for each position are as follows: Managing and Senior News will — 
receive $1500* per month; all other line editors will receive $iie5* 
per month. Please note that candidates may apply for no more than 
two (2) positions, except by special dispensation of the Line Edi- 
tor Selection Committee. Applicants should submit a covering let- 
ter, resumé and portfolio to Gateway Business Manager (Steve 
Smith, 492-6669, biz@gateway.ualberta.ca) by noon on Friday, — 
10 March 2006. Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for 
interviews. 


* Pay will be adjusted for CPI ‘over the summer and may increase. 
™ Complete job descrip = to change) are available at wwew.gateway.ualberta, ie Q 
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Olympic men’s hockey: you didn't see it coming? 


NICK 
FROST 


Sports 
Commentary 


22 February, 2006 will certainly be 
a day forever etched in the history 
of Canadian sport, and remembered 
by the patriotic masses glued to the 
seemingly never-ending CBC Olympic 
coverage. However, if you're think- 
ing that people will recall that day, 
say, a year from now, and talk about 
Canada’s outstanding four-medal haul 
(including gold-medal performances 
from Cindy Klassen and Chandra 
Crawford) and how we broke the 
original Canadian record of 17 medals 
at a Winter Olympics, you'd be wrong, 
my friend. 

People will, instead, think back 
to that day and remember how our 
men’s hockey team’s poor perfor- 
mances culminated in the form of 
elimination by the always-pesky 
Russians. When your countrymen get 
their asses handed to them in the sport 
they are best known for, on the big- 
gest stage in the world, hell, you'd be 
pretty quick to disregard a shitload of 
speed skating medals, too. In the eyes 
of a great number of Canadian faith- 
ful, our national hockey heroes let us 
down and ultimately, they confirmed 
what some of us already knew: this 
team was destined to fail. 

Right off the bat, people are going 
to be quick to jump on Wayne Gretzky 
for putting together a lacklustre team, 
myself included. Despite keeping with 
the template that earned them vic- 
tories at the 2002 Olympics and the 
2004 World Cup, no amount of team 
chemistry or defensive forwards could 
have saved Canada’s ass this time 
around; everyone knew what Canada 


was bringing to the table and adjusted 
their playbooks accordingly. Some of 
the Eurotrash teams even re-imple- 
mented the infamous trap defensive 
system, pre-sucking the life out of any 
potential Canadian attack. 


When your 
countrymen get 

their asses handed to 
them in the sport they 
are known for, on the 
biggest stage in the 
world, hell, you'd be 
pretty quick to 
disregard a shitload of 
speed skating medals, 
too. 


Canada’s biggest issue this year, 
above all others, though, was goal 
scoring. If you can’t score, at all, in 
half of your games (even against 
motherfucking Switzerland), you 
have a gargantuan problem on your 
hands. It didn’t seem to matter to 
Gretzky, however, that some of the 
players chosen were having mediocre 
seasons; keeping the same core group 
of guys together, for chemistry, or 
nostalgia, or whatever reason, seemed 
more like their main focus. Several of 
Canada’s go-to-guys, including Jarome 
Iginla, Martin St Louis and Rick Nash, 
haven't lived up to previous numbers 
with their respective NHL clubs, and 
the selection of Kris Draper was just 
baffling (and don’t give me any of that 
“defensive forward” crap, either.) 

A lot of other players could have 
had a better chance of bulging twine 
in Torino, had they been given the 
opportunity. Most blatantly passed 
up was Carolina Hurricanes’ forward 


Eric Staal: when someone is third in 
NHL scoring, playing on the NHL's 
best team, and has size and youth 
on his side, typically, you don’t rel- 
egate him to the taxi squad—he 
should probably be your number-one 
centre. 

Another reason for Canada’s letdown 
was an uncharacteristic brand of sloppy, 
undisciplined play. On numerous occa- 
sions, Canada had defencemen making 
dangerous, long, stretch passes for des- 
peration scoring opportunities, players 
trying to make cute plays on the larger 
ice surface, and incoherently stupid 
penalties (Todd Bertuzzi, you cost 
your country the game against Russia). 
There was just no source of motivation 
driving them; even the incentive of 
winning a gold medal didn’t seem to 
arouse their spirits. 

Gretzky deserves a little bit of slack, 
though. When he said that the gam- 
bling-ring scandal he was allegedly 
involved in that emerged a week prior 
to the games wasn’t going to become 
a distraction to the team, he was right. 
There was absolutely no mention of 
said scandal, at any time during the 
actual tournament, from press or play- 
ers alike. Really, though, that makes 
Canada’s misfortunes seem more 
pathetic. At least if it had been some- 
what ofa distraction, the players could 
have used it as a convenient excuse 
to downplay some of their shitty 
performances. 

Canada must now re-assess their 
mistakes and hopefully get back to 
having the mentality to pick a team 
similar to that of the Salt Lake Winter 
Olympics. It’s unclear, at this point, 
as to whether Gretzky will be back as 
executive director of the team when 
the Olympics hit home ice in 2010. All 
we can say for sure at this point is that 
the pressure to perform in front of the 
raucous, overtly patriotic Canadian 
hockey fans will be insurmountable. 
Maybe that'll give team Canada some- 
thing to play for. 


Canuck paraphernalia under the ice is underhanded 


ROBIN 
COLLUM 


Sports 
Commentary 


Alright, so I know that it isn’t quite the 
same as injecting yourself with human 
growth hormones, or your own refrig- 
erated blood (seriously, ew!), but I 
can’t help but feel that the Canadian 
Olympic team has been, well, 
cheating. 

For the 2002 Winter Games in Salt 
Lake City, Edmonton icemaker Trent 
Evans was hired to create the playing 
surface at E Centre, which hosted both 
the women’s and men’s hockey events. 
Hoping to make the rink a little more 
like home, I guess, he buried a loonie 
at centre ice. 

As we all know, both of our hockey 
teams brought home gold medals 
that year, and at the press conference 
after the men’s final, Wayne Gretzky 
revealed the ice’s secret. Evans had 
told both teams what he’d done at 
the beginning of the Games, and it 
supposedly inspired the players to 
greater heights of hockey excellence. 
After their win, the women had to 
keep themselves from kissing centre 
ice. 

Last week, when all of the long- 
track speed-skating events had 
wrapped up in Torino, it was revealed 
that again, a Canadian icemaker had 
added a patriotic extra to the ice. This 
time it was Calgary’s Mark Messer, 


who had placed a solid gold maple 
leaf pin under the finish line at Oval 
Lingatto. 

A loonie was also buried in the sheet 
of ice used for the gold-medal curling 
match, which was won by Canada’s 
Brad Gushue rink. 


When you're near the 
end of your race, and 
your legs hurt so much 
that you don't know if 
you can stay on your 
feet, let alone finish the 
race, it’s your brain and 
not your muscles that 
keep you going, 


On the one hand, these were genius 
moves. The psychological aspect of 
athletic success is often underesti- 
mated, but it is as important to have 
your mind set for success as it is to be 
in top physical condition. When youre 
near the end of your race, and your 
legs hurt so much that you don’t know 
if you can stay on your feet, let alone 
finish the race, it’s your brain and not 
your muscles that keep you going. 

So, anything that you think will 
give you a little extra boost of luck will 
help. In fact, the Oval Lingatto maple 
leaf belonged to, and was installed on 
the advice of, Clara Hughes’ sports 
psychologist. Hughes won gold in the 
5000m race. 


The International Olympic 


Committee said that they don’t have a 
problem with the practice, according 
to the Canadian Press. They said that 
they'll only have to take steps if it gets 
“out of hand” or interferes with their 
“clean-venue policies.” 

Nonetheless, I can’t help but be 
uncomfortable about the whole thing. 
The Olympics are supposed to be 
about equitable, honourable com- 
petition. Why should Canada get an 
advantage over everyone else? 

“There was a little bit of subter- 
fuge here, I had to do it at night with 
nobody else around,” Messer told the 
CBC. If you have to wait until late at 
night when there’s no one around, 
there’s probably something wrong 
with what youre doing. 

And yet, everybody has been 
exceedingly proud of all this, slapping 
themselves on the back for getting 
away with it. There’s been a children’s 
book made about the Salt Lake loonie, 
and the Royal Canadian Mint issued 
a special commemorative dollar coin 
just in time for this year’s Games. 

I'm not being unpatriotic, I swear. 
I am as proud of Canada’s medalists 
as the next girl, but now, my pride is 
tinged with a little bit of embarrass- 
ment. 

I can’t help but look at this from 
another country’s perspective. If the 
American team had won eight medals 
on a track that contained a little star- 
spangled banner, Canadians would be 
writing furious letters to the editor, 
calling it unfair and contrary to the 
spirit of the Olympic Games. 

And I can't help but think that they'd 
be right. 


Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more 
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim (WSI's), sail, canoe, water ski, arts 
(including stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, 
wilderness trips, field sports, equestrian, climbing wall. 
Service Workers: including openings for kitchen, laundry, housekeeping, secretaries, 
maintenance & grounds, and kitchen supervisor. 
Non-smokers only. June 18 to August 20. Attractive salary (US) plus travel allowance. 
To Apply: Applications and photo gallery are available on our website: 
www.kippewa.com or contact us at the numbers listed below for a staff 
brochure. 
Kippewa, 926 Route 135, Monmouth, Maine 04259-6606, U.S.A. 
tel: 207-933-2993 | fax: 207-933-2996 | email:info@kippewa.com 
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Winners. Writers. Olympians. 
Well, 2 out of 3 anyways. 


GATEWAY SPORTS 


Students’ Union 
Election Candidates 


President 
Michelle Kelly 
Greg German 

Samantha Power 


Vice President (Academic) 
Amanda Henry 


Vice President (External) 
Blythe Morrow 
Dave Cournoyer 
Damini Mohan 


Vice President (Operations & Finance) 
Chris Cunningham 
Theresa Chapman 
Cam Lewis 


Vice President (Student Life) 
Sarah Kalil 
Amanda-Leigh Hanson 
Omer Yusuf 


Board of Governors Representative 
Chris Samuel 


Students will also be voting in a 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY COMPLEX FEE PLEBISCITE and 


CAMPUS-WIDE TOBACCO BAN PLEBISCITE. 
For more information about the proposed plebiscites, or to find out 


more about the candidates, visit: 


wbvte 


su elections march 8" & 9" 
WWW.SU.UALBERTA.CA/VOTE 
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The Trew spirit of rock and roll, straight from the East 


The Trews 

with Rocketface and The Novaks 
Thursday, 2 March at 7pm 

Red's 


ALEX BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Calling yourself the hardest working band in 
rock and roll might also be one of rock’s biggest 
clichés, but for the Canadian quartet The Trews, 
they might just have earned one of music’s dubi- 
ous titles. Having played an estimated 400 shows 
in the last two years, the Trews are once again on 
tour, maintaining their hard-working status and 
promoting their sophomore LP, Den of Thieves. 

Composed of brothers Colin (vocals, rhythm 
guitar) and John Angus Macdonald (lead guitar), 
along with their cousin Jack Syperek (bass) and 
friend Sean Dalton (drums), the group has man- 
aged to break out of the standard rock mould with 
Den of Thieves, going more experimental with 
their musicianship than they did on their first 
record, 2003’s House of II] Fame. According to the 
band, after their first recording effort they started 
to feel not only more at home as a band, but also 
more comfortable with their sound. 

“This one is a little more like us,” explains 
Dalton. “It’s a little more all over the map, instead 
of just being a straight-ahead rock record. We all 
threw in our two cents and did what we wanted 
to do. We're not a one-sided group; there’s some 
slow stuff there, and there’s some Scottish- 
influenced music on there too.” 

Indeed, a fair number musical elements have 
been added to the new album, including horns, 
strings, harmonicas and even a banjo. Much of 
it was the idea of renowned music producer Jack 
Douglas, who has worked with the everyone form 
the The New York Dolls to Jimi Hendrix and John 
Lennon. Dalton insists that while Douglas encour- 


aged them, these new influences were added at 
the discretion of the band. 

“He's a hell ofa good producer and a great guy,” 
says Dalton. “He really let us go off and explore, 
and do our own thing and he just captured it. 
There were really no limits, which was good for 
us. It allowed us a chance to express ourselves.” 

This expression comes shines through most 
dramatically in their three music videos, for “So 
She's Leaving,” “I’m Not Ready To Go” and most 
recently, “Poor Ol’ Broken Hearted Me” which are 
all produced by Stephen Scott (Shaggy, Love Inc). 
Dalton asserts that the collaboration with the Scott 
is crucial for their image. 

“He sees a side of us that’s there, but that we 
can't always display to the audience. We're a rock 
and roll band, but we do like to read, we do like 
kind of strange, artistic bands. He’s a reader, he’s 
an artistic guy, and he likes to do really strange 
movies, so I think us and him work really well 
together.” 

Branching out can be a dangerous move in the 
early stages of stardom, especially when youre 
success has been marked by such honours as win- 
ning the Most Played Rock Song for “Not Ready to 
Go” at the Canadian Rock Radio Awards in 2004. 
As far as their fans are concerned, however, this 
technique seems to be working for them. The 
Trews are up for five East Coast Music Awards, 
tied with Matt Mays and El Torpedo for the high- 
est number of nominations. 

Heading to the States for their next tour, Dalton 
admits that although he thinks they’re ready for 
the US, it will feel like starting all over again. 

“Its like going back to square one. We just fin- 
ished a mini-tour in the States and nobody knew 
who we were, nobody was automatically clap- 
ping. We had to work for it. I don’t think you can 
really get the full effect until you actually come to 
see the band live. We're loud, we're pretty excit- 
ing, and were jumping all over the place.” 


Guys and Dolls, theyre just a bunch of crazy guys and dolls 


Despite stumbling over onstage chemistry, Citadel Production still manages to save itself with an elaborate setting and fun story 


Guys and Dolls 

Directed by Robb Paterson 

Based on the story by Damon Runyon 
Starring John Devorsku, Mairi Rabb and 
Gordon Tanner 

Citadel Theatre 


AMANDA ASH 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


It’s no surprise that the classic Broadway musical 
Guys and Dolls evokes the optimism it does in 
audiences. The play boasts glittering showgirls, an 
extravagant set and, most importantly, a number 
of lovable characters just itching to dazzle their 
way onstage. The only problem with producing 
such a timeless piece, however, is being able to 
successfully conquer those high expectations. And 
unfortunately, for the Citadel’s current production 
of Guys and Dolls the bar has apparently been set 
a tad too high. 

Although the flashy costumes and neon lights 
create an enticing atmosphere of sinful pleasure, 
they just aren’t enough to hide the play’s absent 
charm. Any good love story will draw in its audi- 
ence, but in the case of Guys and Dolls, the char- 
acters are missing a certain something—call it 
charisma, magnetism or personality, if you will— 
that can establish a connection with the audience. 
The cast is, undoubtedly, multi-talented and more 
than capable of lassoing our hearts, but for some 
odd reason, they fail to fully immerse themselves 
into their roles. 

Despite the character imperfections, Guys and 
Dolls still manages to keep its musical numbers, 
dance routines and intertwining plot alive with a 
never-ending sense of energy. The story centres 
upon Sky Masterson (John Devorski), a perpetual 
gambler, and his pursuit of Sarah Brown (Mairi 
Babb), a chaste and charitable missionary. Sky is 


bet by another gambler, Nathan Detroit (Gordon 
Tanner), that he can't possibly win Sarah’s 
approval. Nathan, believing Sky's chances of win- 
ning are slim, counts on collecting his earnings 
and proceeds to set up an illegal gambling spot 
with his soon-to-be-existent money. However, 
as the play progresses, Nathan soon realizes that 
the one thing he didn’t count on might just be 
happening: Sky and Sarah are falling for each 
other. 

The plot itself follows the typical guy-meets- 
girl, guy-falls-in-love-with-girl fashion, but with 
the addition of catchy musical numbers and well- 
choreographed dancing, there's no stopping the 
whimsical characters from tearing up the stage. 
Of course, being a musical, Guys and Dolls relies 
heavily on vocal talent and youthful jubilance, but 
in this case, the production goes over and above 
what is expected. Everything from the singing and 
dancing to the set and costumes is unbelievably 
believable; if you've never experienced the 1950s 
nightlife before, you're sure to catch a glimpse of 
what it was all about. 

Now, all the glitz and glamour is fine, but 
there’s an unspoken rule stating that the pres- 
ence of extraordinary accessories—whether they 
are props, clothing, or the staging itself—usually 
means they are making up for a loss somewhere 
else. While it’s hard to say that Guys and Dolls 
completely falls short in the acting category, there 
is an innate sense of desolation when it comes 
to character interactions. The relationship that 
wedges itself between Sky and Sarah, for example, 
contains no chemistry whatsoever; it’s clear that 
they are acting as though they are in love, rather 
than truly fooling the audience into believing 
their love is real. Putting on a romantic play might 
seem to be an easy task, but if it’s not performed 
with that loving spark, it'll fizzle out faster than 
you can say “dullsville.” 


For the most part, however, Guys and Dolls is 
entertaining and colourful, and doesn’t go with- 
out its fair share of laughs. Even though a little 
more effort might be needed in creating that per- 
fect alliance between character and actor, the clas- 


sic play is nonetheless a hit. It’s never easy to meet 
the standards set by predecessors, and sometimes, 
like the Citadel’s production of Guys and Dolls, 
you've just got to take a chance and roll with the 
big wigs, even if the stakes are high. 
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Getting Up not worth getting down with 


Decent premise is ruined by contrived elements and an offensive PC version 


Mark Ecko’s Getting Up: 
Contents Under Pressure 
The Collective 

Atari 

Rated M 

Onsale now 


RAMIN OSTAD 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Mark Ecko's Getting Up: Contents 
Under Pressure is a game that, despite 
its superfluous title, still manages a 
great premise. It’s based on an origi- 
nal idea, and is, at its heart, fun to 
play, but unfortunately suffers from 
a variety of flaws that make an other- 
wise great game highly unappealing 
to the average gamer. 

In the game, you play a character 
named Trane, a young graffiti artist 
who’s trying to make a name for 
himself—Getting Up refers to getting 
his name up on a wall—in the dark, 
futuristic, Blade Runner-style city of 
New Radius, going against rival graf- 
fiti gangs and futuristic police called 
the CCK. The game has a fantastic 
visual style, with graffiti art cover- 
ing every gritty crevice of the city. 
The game even incorporates art work 
from some famous graf artists, like 
Futura and Cope2. The soundtrack 
is also stellar, solidifying the game’s 
urban feel with the likes of Talib 
Kweli, Mobb Deep, Pharoahe Monch, 
Del The Funky Homosapien, Eric 
B and Rakim. Combined, the game 
goes to great lengths to display its 
style. 

Getting Up's gameplay is a whole 
other story, unfortunately. The game 
suffers from a very severe case of 
“Sjack-of-all-trades” syndrome. It tries 
to amalgamate two or three genres 
into one package, and only does one 
of them with any competence. The 
main objective is to tag specific areas 
of each level with graffiti. Before each 
level, you can select four different tags 
in six different styles of graffiti from 
your “black book” to bring into the 
level. Sprayable areas are displayed 


by pressing the “intuition” button, 
which highlights areas for Trane to 
get his name up on. When you step 
up to one of these areas, an outline 
of your tag will appear which you 
then spray paint over. This mechanic 
actually works fairly well, since you 
have to move Trane’s arm in differ- 
ent directions to fill the outline and 
avoid “drips,” which are spills that 
occur when you spray in one area for 
too long. 


Now, usually a PC 
version of a multi- 
platform game means 
it will have improved 
graphics, and perhaps 


iron out some of the 
glitches that appeared 
in the console versions. 
Getting Up takes a 
notably different route 
with its PC version, 
however, by making it 
completely unbearable 
to play. 


The game also has some sneaking, 
platforming and fighting elements 
that can only be described as awk- 
ward. The platforming is especially 
aggravating when you combine it 
with a camera that rarely stays in 
one position or responds to the user’s 
wishes. The stealth sequences, on the 
other hand, just feel tacked on as sort 
of formality, since you almost always 
get caught, forcing you into a fight 
sequence. The fighting in the game, 
while containing a fair bit of depth in 
terms of manoeuvres, become boring 
very fast—mainly due to the fact that 
the enemy AI is just plain stupid and 
unchallenging. It seems Trane is the 


only graffiti artist in New Radius 
with any fighting moves, because the 
rest of those suckers do nothing but 
punch and kick at you. They even 
forget to block when you're swing- 
ing full force at their heads with a 
two-by-four. 

Getting Up was released for the 
Xbox and Playstation 2 and also has 
a PC version. Now, usually a PC ver- 
sion of a multi-platform game means 
it will have improved graphics, and 
perhaps iron out some of the glitches 
that appeared in the console versions. 
Getting Up takes a notably different 
route with its PC version, however, 
by making it completely unbearable 
to play. For starters, the game’s load 
times can go up to just under four 
minutes, which is flat-out ridiculous 
considering the PS2 version clocks in 
at about 30 seconds. Also, there’s very 
little in terms of graphical improve- 
ment—the maximum resolution you 
can set the game is 1024x768—and 
it doesn’t sport any advanced cus- 
tomization. Any gamer who has 
invested in a high-end graphics card 
will likely not be interested in invest- 
ing in this game. Equally annoying is 
that the controls are barely custom- 
izable, which is ultimately the final 
blow that makes it seem as though 
the PC version of the game is more 
of an inconsiderate afterthought 
than a planned and thought-through 
release. 

This isn’t to say that Getting Up 
is necessarily a bad game; it’s just 
not a particularly great one. It has 
a very definitive style, an amazing 
soundtrack and an interesting and 
well-developed story, but the game- 
play is, in a lot of instances, simply 
not there, making a somewhat fun 
game annoying to play. While spray- 
ing the graffiti and the fighting 
system can be fairly entertaining, 
the ten-plus hours you'll get out of 
the game—not to mention the lack 
of any replayability—make Getting 
Up worth renting, but not worth full 
price. 
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TRU’s MBA Advantage 


e Designed for recent university graduates 
with minimal work experience. 


e A fast-track, 16-month program with an optional 
post-graduate internship program. 


e Applied curriculum with an emphasis on international 
business, applications of technology in the workplace 
and opportunities for international exposure. 


e New MBA facilities are among the best in the 
country, and faculty are highly qualified with diverse 
business backgrounds. 


e TRU also offers a flexible Pre-MBA program for students 
who do not have a relevant bachelor degree as well as a > 
GMAT preparation program. 


e Located in Kamloops, BC, where an affordable lifestyle 
and beautiful surroundings enhance your experience. 


e For more information or to receive an application 
package, call 250.377.6176 or email mhohner@tru.ca 


www.tru.ca/mba 
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Paul Walker delivers ‘standout’ performance in Running Scared 


Walker's performance is certainly outstanding, but unfortunately as a bad part of a film filled with movie-killing faults 


Running Scared 

Directed by Wayne Kramer 

Starring Paul Walker, Cameron Bright 
and Vera Farmiga 

NowPlaying 


DANA KOMPERDO 
Arts & Entertainment Writer 


Paul Walker isn’t the worst part of 
Running Scared. It’s a backhanded 
compliment, butalso maybe the nicest 
thing you can say about a thriller that 
not only doesn’t thrill, but tries so 
hard to be an artistic picture that it 
loses control over its plot, which, for 
a thriller, should be somewhat easy 
to control. If the writers had just tried 
to make this into a black comedy, it 
could very easily have been hilarious, 
instead of the ridiculous feature now 
occupying theatres. 

The movie begins with a hotel 
shootout between the mob, some 
drug dealers and a pair of dirty cops. 
When the mobsters—one of which is 
our shining star Paul Walker as Joey 
Gazelle—emerge having killed one 
of the cops, Joey is ordered by his 
superiors to get rid of the only evi- 
dence that ties them to the killing— 
the murder weapon. Joey, however, 
keeps the gun hidden in his house as 
a personal “insurance policy” should 
the mob turn on him. The gun, 
however, is quickly found by Joey’s 
ten-year-old son, Nicky (Alex 
Neuberger) and his friend, Oleg 
(Cameron Bright). 

The real action begins when 
Oleg takes the pistol to shoot and 
slightly maim his abusive father, Ivan 
Yurgorsky (John Noble), who hap- 
pens to be a rejected member of the 


Russian mafia, which, although not 
clearly explained at the time, will 
predictably cause problems for Joey, 
who has told all involved that the gun 
had been disposed of. Having shot 
his father, Oleg immediately runs 
away with the gun, leaving Joey to 
track him down before the surviving 
cop and his mobster buddies get to 
him first. 

While the synopsis accurately 
suggests a painfully standard plot, 
the filming of the story is perhaps 
the movie’s one redeeming factor. 
The motel shooting is recounted 
using impressive camera angles and 
stylized cinematography, making 
scenes have an almost illustrated feel 
to them, which appears through- 
out the movie. The energy and 
money put into this one aspect of 
the movie, however, seems to have 
caused the remainder to flounder. 
The result is a film that very much 
feels like a badly written comic book 
adaptation. 

In many ways, the acting runs the 
opposite course: while almost all of 
the characters do superb jobs, the 
one big “star,” Paul Walker, com- 
pletely flounders. The members of 
the Russian family next door are 
all depressed in their own way, the 
members of the mob are all vio- 
lence-loving, swearing jerks, and 
the Gazelle family is kept grounded 
by the mother, the only person who 
resembles normal in the film. They 
are as talented as need be for a vio- 
lent thriller and pull off their roles 
convincingly. The two boys may 
actually be the most outstanding, as 
they manage to make it sort of believ- 
able that this concoction of almost 


random events could have a point. 
Walker, on the other hand, manages 
to stumble through the film with a 
confused expression seemingly per- 
manently implanted on his face, 
while still managing to have a several- 
minute long conversation about how 
Oleg isn’t Russian, he’s an American, 
dammunit! 

The small characters that appear 
throughout the film manage to both 
add to Running Scared’s interesting 
cast while also increasing its scattered, 


P-WALK DOES IT AGAIN! Unforunately, given this weekend's release of Running Scared, that isn’t a good thing. 


disorganized feel. The fleeing Oleg 
manages to meet a large number of 
people during a single night, includ- 
ing hobos, a hooker (with a heart 
of gold, no less), a normal looking 
couple who turns out to be the most 
messed up of everybody and a pleth- 
ora of his father’s Russian mafia bud- 
dies. These characters are interesting, 
if unbelievable, and ultimately serve 
mainly as distraction from the plot 
and expendable characters in a clut- 
tered movie. 


Get a coupon for a free medium Domino's Pizza 


with student tax preparation. 


Come in today or call 1-800-HRBLOCK 


*To qualify, student must present either (i) aT2202a documenting 4 or more months of full time attendance at a college or university during 2005 or (ji) a valid high schoo! identification card. Offer and coupon expire June 30, 2006. Coupon valid for a medium one-topping pizza only at participating H&R Block locations in Canada. 
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Running Scared, while not a total 
loss, manages to come pretty close. 
When you have an entire theatre 
scoffing throughout a film, some- 
thing has gone terribly wrong, and 
in this case, it isn’t just the presence 
of P-Walk that led to the movie’s 
demise. The film is inventive and 
visually interesting, but feels more 
like a  brain-damaged Tarantino 
attempt—perfect for a story starring 
Paul Walker, but ultimately bad news 
for the audience. 


H&R BLOCK 


THE GATEWAY «+ volume XCVI number 23 


ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 1) 


Superhero team makes for a not-so-super movie 


Ultimate Avengers isn't a terrible movie, but the animated feature doesn’t live up to its comic origin 


Ultimate Avengers: 

The Movie 

Voice direction by Jamie Simone 
Animation direction by Tae-Ho Han 
Staring Justin Gross, David Boat, Grey 
DeLisle, Michael Massee, Nolan North, 
Fred Tatasciore and Marc Worden 
Nowavailable 


EDMON ROTEA 


Arts & Entertainment Staff 


After months of eager anticipation, 
Marvel fans can rejoice with the 
release of Ultimate Avengers: The 
Movie, a direct-to-DVD feature-length 
animated adventure. The film itself is 
an adaptation of the popular Marvel 
comic The Ultimates, a modern-day 
contemporary re-telling of the popu- 
lar Avengers comic book team, writ- 
ten by Mark Millar and illustrated by 
Bryan Hitch. 

Logic would point to an animated 
version of a comic book being quite 
similar to the source material; the 
mediums are similar, and you don’t 
really need to change many details in 
order to bring an animated movie to 
life. However, The Ultimate Avengers 
still manages to get the movie not 
quite right, with the story watered 
down for larger audiences. 

The movie introduces us to the 
traditional Avenger heroes: Captain 
America, Thor, The Hulk, Iron Man, 
Wasp, and Giant Man. Supporting 
the cast include mainstays of The 
Ultimates comic book,  includ- 
ing Dr Betty Ross (Bruce Banner/ 
Hulk’s girlfriend) and Nick Fury, 
the head of the covert espionage 
military organization known as 
SHIELD. 

For viewers who have never read 
The Ultimates, the plot of Ultimate 
Avengers: The Movie merely resem- 
bles the first two story-arcs of the 
comic book, including the team’s 
struggle to defeat the Hulk and 
a battle with the shape-shifting 
Chitauri aliens. 

The movie begins by introducing 
viewers to the World War II super 
soldier known as Captain America, 
who's shown fighting off Nazis who 
are actually disguised and under 
control of the evil Chitauri. Captain 
America makes a horrifying discoy- 
ery: the Nazis have already devel- 


Entertainers welcome. 
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oped—and are ready to deploy—the 
first nuclear missile, with is aimed 
directly for America. Acting coura- 
geously, Captain America sabotages 
the missile mid-flight and thwarts 
the Chitauri’s plans, but ultimately 
falls into the frigid Artic waters and 
remains missing-in-action for the 
next 60 years. 

Fortunately, the super soldier 
serum that created Captain America 
also allows him to survive for all 
those years. His body, cryogenically 
frozen in a block of ice, is found and 
recovered by Nick Fury and Dr Betty 
Ross. However, at the same time, the 
Chitauri’s return to Earth, destroy- 
ing the specially designed SHIELD 
satellites that can detect the alien’s 
presence. After Captain America is 
revived, Nick Fury is forced to jump- 
start “Project Avengers’—America’s 
plan to horde off the alien invasion 
(or super-powered terrorists, as was 
originally written in the comics). 

What follows is an adventure that 
introduces us to the remainder of 
the cast: the former KGB assassin and 


spy Natasha Romanova (The Black 


Widow), billionaire industrialist 
and weapons developer Tony Stark 
(creator and bearer of the Iron Man 
armour), the left-wing protester and 
Asgardian God of Thunder (Thor), 
the introverted Dr Bruce Banner 
(The Hulk), along with biologist 
Janet Pym (Wasp) and her arrogant, 
stubborn husband Dr Hank Pym 
(Giant Man). For a first-time direct- 
to-DVD animated release, casual 
viewers and first-time Avengers fans 
may enjoy this feature. Hardcore 
Ultimates readers, however, may 
be ultimately disappointed after 
viewing. While the movie features 
sophisticated animation that goes 
beyond most Saturday morning car- 
toons, the mix of Japanese anime and 
computer-generated designs is still 
no match for the level of detail seen 
in Bryan Hitch’s artwork present in 
The Ultimates. 

The plot of the movie is also too 
simplistic: there is little charac- 
ter development other than what 
the dedicated fans can get from the 
comics, and the storyline is missing 
Millar’s socio-political subtext and 
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the pop-cultural references that made 
The Ultimates so ingrossing. Marvel 
probably watered down the story to 
make the movie more accessible to 
younger audiences and casual view- 
ers, but these changes may also alien- 
ate the dedicated fans that waited 


to see the comic book in movie 


form. 
The high point of Ultimate 
Avengers may perhaps be the 


voice acting. The voice actors cer- 
tainly characterize the personalities 
reflected in The Ultimates, and bring 
the superheroes to life in a way that 
seems fitting to how they appear in 
the comics. However, Nick Fury can 
sound too stoic (whereas his comic 
book counterpart has a better sense 
of humour in the style of Samuel L 
Jackson’s Shaft movie alter ego) while 
Captain America sounds more like a 
boyish teenager. 

Ultimate Avengers: The Movie is 
nota bad first attempt of a Marvel ani- 
mated feature. But for Marvel comic 
book fans, reading The Ultimates is a 
better fix for your comic book read- 
ing cravings. 


The Slackers 
Peculiar 

Hellcat Records 
www theslackers.com 


ADAM GAUMONT 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


There’s nothing peculiar about The 
Slackers themselves: they're the holy 
keepers of the Ska tradition; one of the 
few bands still grooving from the Ska 
revival of the 90s, a few personnel 
changes notwithstanding. 

What is peculiar about this album, 
though, is the fact that it was recorded 
live—sort of. The tracks were brought 
back into the studio to be polished up 
and overdubbed, thereby capturing the 
energy of their live performances while 
still giving it the slick, finished quality 
of a studio recording. 

Or at least that was the idea. To the 
listener, the only indication that it 
was recorded live comes on “Sauron,” 
where the cheers of the audience book- 
end the music. Peculiar is otherwise 
so tightly mastered and edited it feels 
close enough to a standard studio LP as 
to make the “live” label null and void. 
However, this album still manages to 
makes one want to get out and see the 
Slackers live at the earliest opportunity, 
with their musicianship and songwrit- 
ing trumping any overproduction that 
has crept into their “live” recording. 

For all the fun, energetic vibes that 
ska produces, however, some tracks on 
this album are quite politically charged. 
“Propaganda” condemns what its 
title unambiguously suggests, while 
“Tnternational War Criminal” criticizes 
US foreign policy. 

At its core, however, this album is 
pure, high-grade ska, with elements 
of swing, jazz, and reggae necessarily 
present, with tracks such as “Crazy” 
and “Keep It Simple” standing as testa- 
ments to those genre influences. The 
album ends with a reggae-infused ver- 
sion of Dylan’s “I Shall Be Released,” 
capping off a disc filled with an array of 
solid ska tracks that explore a variety of 
lyrical avenues, making Peculiar worth 
at least one “live” experience: a spin in 
your record player. 
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huge strength! The professors are very straightforward 
about the amount of work that is required, but | know 
I will look back and realize that | learned from the best 


of the best.” 


— Chris Grier, chiropractic student, Student Senate President 


NORTHWESTERN 
HMEALI Ei SCIENCES UNIVERSITY 

2501 West 84th Street, Bloomington, MN 55431 

(952/800) 888-4777, ext.409 www.nwhealth.edu 


2) CLASSIFIEDS 


tuesday, 28 february, 2006 


CLASSIFIEDS 


To place aclassified ad, please go 
to www.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


Looking for a place to live? Check out www. 
rentingspaces.ca to find your next home! 
Hundreds. of current listings throughout 
Edmonton. A service of your Students’ Union. 
Fully renovated 3-bedroom bungalow. 
Hardwood, new carpet, paint, bathroom, 
windows. $900 per month. 452-1819. E-mail 
tim3324@hotmail.com. 

Room for rent. Clean, NE, 5 min to LRT, 
shared accommodations, n/s n/p. $350/m 
+ 1/2 util, immed occup. 975-7377 or leela_ 
001@hotmail.com. 


Two parking spaces, uncovered, 5 min. walk 
to U of A. Avail immed. $37/mo. call 439-3312 
before 9 pm. 


FOR SALE 


QUEEN BED. Brand new still in plastic. 
Mattress and box, orthopedic pillow top, 
warranty. $375. 695-6613. 


Must sell 4 string Ibanez SR900 bass guitar 
with Gator case and stand, 500 watt SWR 
head and 5 foot SWR cab with 8 x 10” subs. 
Excellent condition. Sold as package ($2 900 
OBO) or separate. Dale 464-4641. 


WANTED 


RUGBY PLAYERS. Clansmen rugby club is 
looking for players! Guys and gals of all ages 
are welcome, no experience necessary. 
For more info call 471-3032 or go to www. 
clanrugby.com 


SERVICES 


FREE HAIRCUTS. Models needed for cuts at 
Swizzlesticks (Swizz Salon & Spa). For more info 
call 668-1978. 


EMPLOYMENT - FULL TIME 


Springhill Community Preschool Society 
seeks full-time teacher to deliver 
programming to 2-5-year-old children. 
Minimum education requirements are early 
Childhood Level Ill. Bachelors of Education or 
higher qualifications are welcome to apply. 
Must possess current first aid certification 
including child CPR and must supply a current 
security check including vulnerable sectors. 
Please submit resumé including proof of 
education, first aid and security check to 
Attention: Kim Jain, Personnel Coordinator 
Springhill Community Preschool, 7730-106 
St, Edmonton, Alberta, T6E 4W3. 


EMPLOYMENT - PART TIME 


Perfect for ed students! Childcare centre 
near U of A requires enthusiastic PT staff, 
$8.50 starting. 7-9:30am, 3-5:45pm or 
thurs 12-5:45pm. Call 434-7754 or 905- 
9416. 

Boys & Girls Clubs needs childcare providers 
for o-7-yr-olds while parents are in a 
meeting. 3 hrs/wk. In West Edm (each Tues 
9:30am—12:30pm) or in North Central Edm 
(each Monday 5:30—8:30pm). Call 481-1235 
or send resumé to rberg@bgce.ca. Police 
and child welfare checks required before 
hire. 


TNT Motorcycling Instructors wanted. If you 
love to ride and like to teach, information 
seminar 2 March,2006. 447 3264. 


Well established company seeking part- 
time Edmonton based employee. Position 
rquires moderate to heavy lifting, excellent 
communication skills, an eye for detail, 
commitment,repsonsibilityandpunctuality. 
Duties include stocking merchandise 
into retail stores, ordering product and 
record keeping. Position requires 10-20 
hours/week. Working vehicle needed. Send 
resumé to bobrines@hotmail.com. 


Looking to make extra cash? Work from 
home while making great money and huge 
bonuses. Interested? Call Lindsey (780) 952- 
4302 or Patricia 780-944-8382. 


Riverbend Athletic Club is looking for P/T 
and weekend help. Lounge/front desk staff 
and club attendants needed. Great hours 


Teach English 
Worldwide 
Start Your Adventure Toda 
Y . &), World Class TESOL 
Certification in 5-days 


Over 25,000 Global TESOL 
Graduates are Teaching 
in 85 Countries 


Study In-Class, Online 
| or by Correspondence 


Attend a FREE Info Night: 
Tuesdays @ 7pm 7712-104 St 
(Across from Save-on-Foods) 


1-888-270-2941 


globaltesol.com 


for students. Fax resumés to 452-5690 or 
drop by at 5637 Riverbend Road. 
PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANTS Work 
with physically disabled adults. Must be 
able to perform standing transfers. All 
shifts available, competitive wage. E-mail: 
jgossel@shaw.ca, Fax: 439-8714, Mail: #306, 
7951-96 St, Edm AB, T6C 4R1, AttnJoy. 
Panago Pizza on Whyte Ave is now 
accepting applications for cooks and drivers 
for evenings and weekends. Apply in person 
to 10742-82 Ave. 

HELP THE KIDS. Alta Care Resources is 
hiring youth workers and crisis intervention 
workers for Edmonton and area children 
and youth. Great experience, free training, 
and flexible hours. Position requires 2 
years post-secondary or experience. Send 
resumé to: Brandi Smith at 453-3723(fax), 
brandis@telus.net or 451-6040 ext.230. 
Visit www.altacareresources.com. 


EMPLOYMENT - TEMPORARY 


Piano/Voice/Guitar instructors required for 
busy music school. Please fax your resumé 
464-4547 or e-mail lessons@pianotations. 
com. 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 


Teach ESLone morning orafternoon per week. 
Flexable schedule and training provided. Call 
Laura at 944-0792. 


PERSONALS 


It's Party Time! Dial: 44-PARTY Ads. Jokes, 
stories and MORE! Free Local Call. 18+ Ladies 
always free! Guys from 5¢/minute! 1st time 
callers get free trial with ad code: 4283. Meet 
new people ... make new friends. Try it NOW! 
(780) 44-PARTY. 
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PEANUT & CIRCLE by Chris Krause 


f...BUT | SAID, “HEY, 
EVEN A BUNB Guy 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
CAICH A BASEBALL!” 


TERRY, You'Re AN 
ASSHOLE. AND NOBODY 
LIKES You. NEVER 

TALK TO ME AGAIN. 


MAN, WHAT A TERK! 
THINK OF A PLAN To 
GET OuT OF THIS... 
Just BE Smoot... SLIP 
AWAY... 
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OPPROBRIUM by Curtis van Marck 
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F-RAY by Fraser Tingle 
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Laser Hair 


& CELLULITE CENTRE 


PERMANENT HAIR REDUCTION 


INCLUDING GREY, BLOND, WHITE AND RED HAIR 


CELLULITE REDUCTION 


FIRST TIME EVER WITH PROVEN RESULTS 


Laser Hair Reduction on any skin type or for any hair colour 
e Upper lip $40 
e Underarms $80 


Cellulite Reduction with new Vela Smooth System from Elos 


e Painless: feels like massage 


e Thighs and gluteus area: 


e $100 per 45 minute session STUDENT 
e Bilateral Spot Treatments: DISCOUNT 


e Love-handles $60 AVAILABLE 
e Wing area $50 


e Abdominal pouch $75 
e Full abdomen $100 
e Isolated leg areas $40 


*Prices are per treatment and do not include GST 


College Plaza Professional Building 
11144 82 Ave 
Phone 780-984-8215 (Cellulite) 
780-991-9349 (Hair) 
Fax 780-842-6958 
Email laser_hair@yahoo.ca 
cellulitaway@yahoo.ca 


